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ADJOURNMENT-CLiOSE OF
SESSION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebath-East) (3.15]: 1 rnov-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Thursday, the 8th February.

The intention of the Government is that Par-
liament shsal]libe prorogued by proelaunntiou.
In submitting this motion I desire to thank
lhon. members for their extreine coiurtesy andi
kindness to mne during what has been a
particularly arduous session. I cannot pre-
tend that I sin altogether pleased with all
the decisions of this House, but it is not for
me to question the wisdom or judgment of
this Chamber. Members, however, have
treated cue personally most kindly, aud I am
particularly grateful to them for the manner
in which they have assisted in the completion
of the business of the session. I deeply re-
gret it was necessa-y to recall mnettbers to
the House after Christmas, but I trust the va-
cation before us will be more keenly enjoyed
by them now that it is practically upon them.
To you, Mr. President, I wrish a pleasant
holiday now that -you will be able to rest
from your labours. I hope we shall see you
hack amongst us in full health and strength.

Ron. J. EWING (South-West) [3.17]: 1,
with other members in this House, desire Is,
excpress my thanks to the Leader of the Rouse
for the courteous manner in which he has
met the requirements of members, and the
generous manner in which he has helped every
one of us during this most trying session. I
hope that he Will be able to enjoy some re-
laxationl fromt is arduous duties. I wrish
him good health and that he may enjoy long
life, happiness and prosperity. I also en-
dose the words of the Leader of the House iu
hoping that when we meet again we shall- see
you, Mr. President, amongst its Sin full health
and vigour.

The PRESIDENT: I have mIuchL pleasure
in acknowledging the kind remarks of the
Leader of the House, andi the Chairman of
Committees. I also want to add my thanks
to members generally for the assistance they
have given to me in this my first term as
President. They have helped me greatly in
siiy task of carrying out the (duties of the
House, in the observance of the Standing
Orders, and in upholding the dignity of the
high office I have the privilege of occupying.
We have had a satisfactory session. We have
had one or two occasions when some of us
have differed in our opinions, but the session
generally has been a most pleasant one. , I
hope member will enjoy their well-enrned
holiday.

Question put and passed.

Ufouse adiosirned at .. 9 a. (Friday).

Zcwsiativc Bsaueinilp,
Thursday, lost Februzary, 19.03
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
Isu., and read prayers.

PE17RSONALS EXPLANATION: O1KES-
DURAC1( OIL LICENSE.

Mr, UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) (2.85]: 1
would like to mnnke a Personal explanation.
During the last sitting Of the House, I made
the statement that the Minister for the North-
Wust andl Mr. G. Mfiles, MLCwere inter-
ested in the Okces-Durack oil license. I have
tile n051uraure of the Premier that M.Nr. Cole-
batch is iiot interested and the assurance of
Mr. MIiles himself that he is not interested.
I reg-ret that 1. was misled. I made the state-
meicnt believiri z it to be true. I now express
regret for having made the statement, accept-
ing their denials without reservation.

QUESTION-R-AILWAT CONSTRt1tC-
TION, TARBAMONT EASTWARD.

M3r. HARRISON asked the Premier- 1, Is
it his intention to introduce a Bill for the
construt-tion oif a railway from Yarramony
eastward to serve the districts of Yorkrakine,
North fl3andee, etc., this sessions9 2, If not,
why not?

The PREMIER replied: I and 2, Owing to
the survey not being completed it is not
possible to introduce the Bill this session.
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It Will be introduced as soon as the survey
is completed.

QUESTION-PJMBERTON TOWNSITE.
Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Premniert 1,

Has he given consideration to the petition
presented by Pemberton residents regarding
proclaiming the townsiteY 2, If Bo, will be
give a definite reply when effect will be given
to the re-quest as the petitioners are very
anxious about the matter?

The PREMIER replied: I and 2,-There are
difficulties in the way, but the matter is re-
ceiving attention.

QUESTION-COAL INSPECTOR'S
APPOIIITM-ENT, PAPERS.

Mr. WILCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it his intention to lay all the
papers in connection with the appointment
of Assistant Coal Inspector Thomson on the
Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR RAI'LWAYS re-
plied: It was not so intended but if the
lion, member will move in this direction there
will be no objection to laying them an the
Table.

BYI-CLAREMONT AND PERTH ROAD
DISTRICTS RATES.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FO3R WORKS (lon. W.

J. (ieorge-Murray-Weflington) (2.41] in
mzoving the second reading said: I wilbriefly
give members the reasons for submitting
this Hill, and I hope they will see that
there is justification for bringing it for-
ward. In August7 1921, the Claremont Read
Board levied a general rate of 3d. in the
pound for the district. In tbe cast ward,
which included Nedlands, there was necessity
for extra money being expended owing to the
special requirements of that particular ward.
The board held a meeting and passed the
rate. They went through the necessary for-
malities but omitted, practically through
ignorance, to comply with the #xaet pro-
cedure. It was necessary to obtain the assent
of the Minister for the time kinag. They
found out their error next day. At that time
1, as the Minister concerned, was ill in bed
and could not be epproached. Instead of
nplplyjng to the department to have the mat-
ter dealt with by the Acting Minister, the
board decided to let the matter stand over
until I was well enough to return to the
office. 'When I returned, the matter came
before me and the assent was duly given. It
appears, however, that this course does -not
come exactly within the four corners of the
legal position under the Act. It is stated
that the area should have been declared prior
to the levying of the rate, and that the appli-
cation for such Ministerial assent should have

been made before this had been done. Both
actions were taken at the same meeting and
were dealt 'with in the same communication.
There is no doubt that the money so raised
has been applied for the purposes for which
the extra rate was struck. As members well
know, wherever we go there are some people
who like to take points whenever possible.
There are certain ratepnyers in the ward
affected who know about this point and they
have refused to pay the rate although they
are benefiting by the expenditure which was
levied in good faith, although not strictly in
naccordance with legal procedure. I ask the
House to consider the special circumstances
and to agree to the Bill which will validate
the board's actions. I know the House has
expressed opinions several times during the
last few years about validating Bills, and
that the House should be very careful in deal-
ing with such legislation. I am convinced
that the application on this occasion is bona
fide, and I ask the Rouse to assent to this
portion of the Bill. As to the Perth Road
Board, they are in a peculiar position. rom
about 1914 onwards the board have been
levying rates to mneat their liabilities in
respect of loans. They have had to estimate
each year what they had reason to believe
mould be the amount required. It appears-
they over-estimated the amount, and there-
fore have had a surplus. According to law,
that surplus should hiave been used for loan
redemption. Hlowever, it did not occur to
those gentlemen that that was the correct
course. Recently a close audit revealed the
postition. Inmmediately the board learned of
that position, they asked mne to help them out.
The mnny has been used to the benefit of
the district, although not in a strictly legal
way. It is now asked that by means of the
Bill the application of small credit balances
on loan account to administrative and
similar costs should be validated, so that
the board mnay overcome the difficulty
of satisfactorily adjusting their acconnts.
The board have not attempted to dis-
pute the position, but they claim that they-
harve acted bona fide. I think the House
should help them out of their difficulty. I
have been closely in touch with the Perth
Road Board for the past six years, and have
always found them to act honourably and in
straightforward manner. Moreover, en going
over the work of the board, I am of the
opinion that the ratepayers are fortunate in
their representatives on that board. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. J. THOMSON (Claremont) (2.48): 1
have pleasure in supporting the motion. It
is not often that the Mintister far Works and
I are in agreement, hut if I were much longer
in the House, I might be found more often
supporting the Minister, at all events, inI
sutch eases as this.

Hon. W. C. ANO VWN (North-East Pre-
mantle) [2.403. The Minister said that memn-
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hers are diary of ac-cepting validating Bills.
Local authorities gratuitously give A, great
deal of time and attention to their work, anti
wheni occasionally they nmake an error, it is
the duty of Parliament to help then, out ot
their difficulty. Local authorities invariably
try to keep down the cost of governing. Very
few of them aim at increasing the charges on
ratepayers; in fact, generally speaking, they
keep their rates too low. Of recent years a
number of local authorities have been blamed
because they have found it necessary to in-
creame the rates. For years the general rating
Of local uthoritie?, more particularly if
municipalities, could not exceed is. 6d. in
the pound. During that period many of them
were getting pound for pound subsidies from
the Government, and some as mnuch as £1 2s.
6d. per pound, while road boards, in coinpari-
son with the rates they struck, received sub-
sidies even higher. To-day the local author-
ities are allowed to charge up to 29. 6d. in
the pound. When~ we take into consideration
the increased cost of material, increased
wages and the loss of Government subsidies,
we begin to realise that even at 2s. 6id. the
municipalities are not in as good a position
as they were when Ia. 6d. was the maximum.
Under the existing lows many of them are
finding great difficulty in carrying out neces-
sary works with satisfaction to the ratepayers
and to themselves. From what I see of the
Bill, it appears the ratepayers of a certain
ward in Claremont demanded the execution
of special work in that ward. The road
board agreed that the special work should be
carried out. The error they made was not in
consulting the Minister before the rate was
struck. That was their only error. It is true,
as the Minister says, there awe in every muni-
cipality a few for ever on the look out for
points of this sort with a view to making
things difficult for the local authority. 1
think the Government have done wisely in
bringing down the Bill. As for the Perth
Road Board, I do not see how we can com-
plain of their doing what we have done our-
selves in respect of the goldfields water sup-
ply. Had we kept on paying in to that sink-
ing fund, we should have had £500,000 or
£600,000 more titan necessary to meet the lia-
bility. As soon as the Government learned
that, they ceased paying in. The road board,
on the other hand, maintained their payments,
and so have had a surplus, which has been ex-
pended to the benefit ofk the district. Although

-it has not been used for loan redemption pur-
poses, in all probability the use to which it has
been put will obviate the necessity for raising a
further loan for carrying out essential works.
I will support the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

Tn Commnittee, etc.
Bill pnssed through Conmmittee without

debate-, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

- Read a third time and transmitted to the
council.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.
'in motion by the Premier the following

Orders of the Day weore discharged troin the
notice Pape-

Noxious Weeds Bill.

Industries Assistance Board, report of select
committee.

Inspection of Machinery Act Andment
Bill.

-Motion by Mr. Underwood-"'That in order
tc encourage prospecting for mineral oil, this
iloos is of opinion that the Minister for
Minace, ta plr~t-sne~e of the powers conferred
upon him by Section 7 of ''The Mining Act
Amendment Act, 1920,'' should cancel all
prospecting licenses which are not being ef-
ficiently worked, and( that in future no pros-
pecting license- shall be granted for an area
greater than 1,000 square iles.''

Game Act, disallowance of regulations.
Report of select committee on the retire-

mnt from the Public Service of Mr. Carl
Leseben.

Street Setting Bill.

City of Perth Bill.

HflJL-INTERPRETATTON ACT
AME NDKEBNT.

Second Reading-Bill defeated.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the previous day of the adjourned de-
batec on the second reading.

Question-put and negatived; the Bill de-
feated.

RESOLIJTION-OMMON WEALTH
CONSTITUTION.

Message from the Council requesting the
concurrence of the Assembly in the following
resolution now considered-

''That in the Opinion of this Rousm the
Premier should communicate with the Corn-
monwealth and State Governments, and
urge the summoning of a constitutional con-
vention to consider the amendment of the
Commonwealth Constitution,'' and desires
the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly
thereto:

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [3.2]: This re-
solution is really a natural consequence of
an action taken in this House in the early part
of last session. Although the fist suggestion
of the federation of the various colonies of
Australia and New Zealand was in 1870,
the first convention was not held until
the 22nd March, 1897, in Adelaide, and the
(cumnonwealth was not really established by
proclmation until the 1st January, 1901.

Hon,. W, C. Angwin called attention to the
state of the House.
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Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. ANGELO: Ia 1900 the opinion of peo-

ple in Western Australia was divided as to
whether the State should join in Federation.

M-Nr. Harrison: The goldields demanded
separation.

Mr. ANGELO: There was then- a good
solid opposition to Federation. The Premier
of that day, the late Lord Forrest, was until
almost the lost moment ant opponent of Fed-
eration. We understand the reason why he
changed that opilon was that the goldfields
people, a great many of whom had come from
the other side, had sent a petition to the Brit-
ish Government urging that Western Australia
should join in Federation, and failing that,
that the golddields should be separated from
Western Australia. We are told on good au-
thority it was due to a private mnessage from
the British Covernient to the late Lord For-
rest that he changed his opinion. After a
good deal of opposition, the State joined in
Federation, but New Zealand, constituted
very much as we are, as far as distance from
the proposed capital was concerned, did not
join in. We are almost as far from the seat
of capital to-day as is New Zealand. Our
Customs and Excise and payments of bounties
were transferred to Federal control on the
Ist January, 1901. The post office, telegraphs,
and telephones, and also defence, were trans-
ferred on the 1st March, 1901. Other activi-
ties of government were transferred later on.
As tie years went on, we in Western Australia
began to realise that Federation -was not the
great blessing that miany of those who had
advocated it eundeavoured to make us believe.
We began to realise the serious effect it was
hav-ing upon our financial position as well as
in many other directions. Some five or sixs
-years ago an agitation arose in this House
against our treatment by the Federal Gov-
erment. T moved in 1918 that step§ should
he taken to ascertain what effect Federation
had had upon this State. Thle then Premier,
Sir Hrenry Lefroy, promised to give the
House an opportunity of debating the ques-
tion, but that opportunity was never given.
A bout that time the Premier went to 'Victoria
to attend the Premiers' Conference. Those
presenlt at the conference brought before it
the disadvantages under wbieh Western Aus-
tralia was suffering. The Prime Minister of
Australia was present. We are told, that
the representatives of the States did not get
mue-l satisfaction from him. The Pr-me Yini-
ister promised that as soon as Federation
had been in force for 20 years, namely, in
1921, a couveution of the various States would
he called to review the Constitution and to
fr-' any amendments they might consider
necessary to that Constitution. The resolution
of the Council now before this House follows
on the action taken in this House on the 7th
Seit'snber, 1921. A motion was then moved
here to this effect-.

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable in view of the contemplated ccii-
vention, to review the Federal Conditution

that a joint select committee of both Houses
of the Western Australian Parliament be
appointed to inquire as to the effect the
Federal compact has had upon the finances
and industries of Western Australia, and to
advise as to what amendments of the Con-
stitution are desirable in the interests of
thle State.

TChat was carried unanimously, oin the 15th
September, after being debated on two even-
ings. It was then sent to the Council and
met with their approval, and the joint select
committee was appointed. About this time I
got into eonmmnication with members of
Parliament in Tasmania, South Australia
and Queeusland suggesting that they might
take a siniillir action in their respective
Parliaments. I notice from the ''Hansards"
of those Parliaments that almost similar ac-
tion to ours was taken in those States. Tho
suggestion was to hold a preliminary confer-
ence of delegates fromr the smaller States
to prepare what we considered suitable amend-
ments to put before the convention of all
tile States of the Commonwealth, to be held
later on. The select committee was appointed
and, thanks to the present Premier, Mr. Owen,
then Under Treasurer, was placed at the dis.
posal of that select committee to act as finan-
c ial adviser. Mfr. Owen for months has spent
practically the whole of his time delving into
this question. It is only those who have had
the privilege of teeing his work, who realise
thle immense amount of literature and differ-
eat acconts. and proceedings he has had to
go through to work up his report for the
select committee. Unfortunately, soon after
the other small States and ourselves had
started to get to work, an announce-
ment wa:s iiiade by the Prime Minister
that no convention would be held. it
is very significant that this should have
folloWedl almost immediately after the an-
nouncemient appearing in the various papers
of the intention of the smaller States to in-
quire into the effects of Federation. The Prime
M_%inister 's suggestion was that the amiend-
ments of the Constitution could be considered
by the Federal Parliament, the very people
of whose treatment we were complaining, and
that some amendment of the Constitution
could be made as a result of the recommien-
dations of that body. The select committee
here was afterwards changed into a Royal
Commission, but as a result of the Prime Min-
ister 's announcement there was no need to
urgently, press forward 'with their labours.
We marked time until Mr. Owen had corn-
pleted his labours, and we are now waiting
to see what action is necessary before pre-
poring the class of evidence we require in
addition to 'Mr. Owen's report. If this
motion is carried the Royal' Commission will
take whatever evidence is considered neces-
sary to complete their report. I consider
that this document should be looked upon as
the brief that ehould be handed to our dele-
gates who will be appointed to attend the
convention and watch the interests of Wes-
tern. Australia. It is better that a case should
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be made out in the form of a brief for the
delegates, instead of their being obliged to
discuss matters over there without first hand
or expert knowledge such al would be con-
tained in Mr. Owen's report and other evi-
dence. I have some suggestions to put for-
ward as to why it is desirable to furnish
evidence of the position. These are briefly
the arguments I used when moving my
motion on the 7th September, 1921. 1 con-
aider-

1. There has been an undesirable en-
croachment by the Federal authorities upon
State rights by the imposition of Federal
taxation.

2. The States voluntarily handed to the
Commonwealth the beat form of revenue,
namely the Customs and Excise, and re-
tained the largest non-paying services such
as education, justice, medical, health,
lunacy, and water supply.

3. Federation has imposed a loss of over
£10,000,000 upon this State.

These and the following arguments I used on
the last occasion when I spoke on the subject.
I am going to refer to Mr. Owen's report
later to show that these figures have not been
exaggerated.

4. I considered that the extension and
development of secondary industries in this
State has been made almost impossible.

5. The establishment of the Common-
wealth Savings Hank through the medium
of the post offices, was an unfair procedure
and an invasion of State rights in that the
Federal authorities have virtually coninsan-
decred the good-will worked up for ninny
years by the State institution.

6. The establishment of the Common-
wealth Bank with sole power to issue notes
was a forcible creation of a monopoly un-
necessary and unjust.

I have read some of the debates which took
place during the progress of the Federal
Convention and it is clearly set out that it
was never contemplated that the Common-
wealth Savings Bank would enter into com-
petition with the State Savings Bank.
Western Australia, up to the present time,7
would have saved no less than £351,000 in
interest alone if the Commonwealth Savings
flank had not been established in opposition
to ours.

7. Tb. principle that where the laws of
the Commonwealth and of the State clash,
the Federal laws shall prevail, is incon-
sistent with the idea of the Federation of
sovereign States.

8. That whilst the expenditure of the
Federal Government was estimated at less
than one million pounds per annum before
Federation, it amounted to over 50 millions
last year.

9. There has been gross extravagance in
Federal administration.

10. Western Australia was asked to
develop her own northern territory whilst
contributing to the maintenance of the
Northern Territory.

Investigations which I have made show that
our quota towards the development of the
Northern Territory already amounts to over
£400,000, and I contend that that amount
might with greater advantage have been
spent in the development of our own North-
West.

11, That by passing the Surplus Be-
venute Act the Federal Government repu-
diated the Federal contract.

There have been two alterations in the dis-
tribution of surplus revenue-customs and
exise-to this State. Under the method laid
down by the framers of the Constitution, a
method which was considered to be just and
equitable at the time Federation was entered
upon and for five years afterwards, this State
received no les than £ 5Ss. 7d. per head. In
the second period of five years, the amount
fell to £2 19s. lid, per head, whereas after
the second alteration was made we have been,
receiving only 21 16s. 8d. per head. To-day
Victoria is receiving only 6s. 8d. per head
per annumr less than she received when Feder-
ation was inaugurated, whilst we receive no
less than £3 14s. per head less. This shows
how unfairly we have been treated as com-
pared with Victoria.

12. The Federal Government have prac-
tically rained the State's base metal in-
dustry'.

That, of course, was largely applicable dur-
ing the period of the war.

Mr. Chessoni: The embargo has now bieem
lifted.

Mr. ANGELO: These are points which
I maide nearly two years ago. The un-
fair treatment we received during that time
has never been rectified, and we are still
suffering from the absence of business and
wealth which we lost during the war.

13. The treatment we have received in
connection with, transferred properties.

It appears to us tAnt the Commonwealth's
idea of compensating us for transferred pro-
perties is to still owe us the mnuy. For
10 years they paid no interest. Iun the next
four years they paid 42/j per cent., and in
the following three years only 3 per cent,
while for the last five years-dunring which
time money is costing this State 6 per cent.
-they have paid us 3% per cent., and they
still owe us the money for these transferred

1 )roPefties.
14. The non-payment of 25s. per head

for our soldiers while away on active ser-
vice.

This State, as we all know, sent away a bigger
quota than any other State, and we were
deprived of the 2.5s. per hlead during the ab-
sence of those men. That was a most unfair
action. The soldiers were fighting not for
Western Australia but for Australia and the
Empire, and that money should have been
paid to the State as though the men were
still with na.

Mr. (lesson: Were they consuming dutiable
goods while they were awayt
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Mr. ANGELO: They consumed goods which
were manufactured in the Eastern States and
for which we paid.

15. The gold steal.
I do not intend to dwell on that at any length
because the facts are wvell known to bon
members.

Mr. Teesdale: There was no gold steal.
Mr. ANGELO: I would rather take Mr.

James Gardiner's opinion on that matter.
That gentleman is very emphatic on it, and
I have never seen his statements disputed.

Mr. Marshall: It is rather a crude asser-
tion.

Mr. ANG4ELO: Anyhow it is known as the
gold steal.

Mr. Marshall: And it was the National
Government that did it.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, to our disadvantage.
I may briefly state the result of 'Mr. Owven,'s
investigations. His report reads-

Attention may be called to the following
important points and recommiendations:-

(1) The gross cost of Federation to
Western Australia for the 20 years ended
30th June, 1921 (after allowing for all
special payments thereto)-

(a) has in respect of customs and ex-
cise amounted to £10,600,000;

(b) has in respect of Commonwealth
direct taxes amounted to £5,000,000;

(e) has in the aggregate amounted to
£15,600,000.
(2) The gross cost of Federation has

been greater, relatively, in Western Aus-
tralia than in any other State.

(3) The net cost of Federation to West-
era Australia to 30th June, 1921, after de-
ducting from the gross cost the State's
share of war and other services, han
amounted to £2,500,000.

But be points out on that question that the
extravagant cost of Federal administration,
compared with the nmxner in which we would
have been able to administer some of these
departments, would have resulted in a dif-
ference of this amount in our favour.

(4) The people of Western Australia
have been the most heavily taxed in Aus-
tralia during the 20 years to 30th June,
1921, taking State and Federal taxes to-
gether-viz., £113 17s. 7d. per head of the
population on 31st December, 1921, as com-
pared with six States, £89 6is. 6d. per bead.

(5) While the population of the Corn-
mnonwealth, has during Federation increased
by 42 per cent., the Customs and Excise
duties have increased by 261 per cent., or
from £2 5s. 2d. to £5 I~s. 4d. per head.

(6) The heavy Customs tariffs have been
very costly to the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

(7) Surplus revenue of Commonwealth
withheld from the States, its serious extent.

He devotes a whole paper to that point.
Mr. Wilson: What have the National Fed-

'ral members been doing?
Mr. Marshall: You should he delivering

that speech from this side.

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Owen goes on-
(8) Encroachment of Commonwealth in

direct taxation, evil effects of.
There is also a lengthy paper en that.

(9) The blighting effect of Federation
upon factories in Western Australia. Al-
though the population increased by 84 per
cent., the number of factories increased by
only 23 per cent., and hands employed by
20 per cent.

(10) Evil effects in Western Australia
of retarded development in secondary in-
dustries.

I would like to read sonme remarks made by
Si, Joseph Cook when Commonwealth, Treas-
urer in his last Budget statetbent, in Septem-
her, 1921. He used a series of figures to show
that the people of the Commonwealth had not
reached the taxable limit seeing that they
were taxed at a lower rate per head than the
people of New Zealand and the United King-
dom. He said-

Taxation per head: In my last Budget
Speech I gave certain figures showing the
taxation per head in the Commonwealth,
New Zealand and the United Kingdom re-
spectively. The latest
produce are-

State
Commionwvealth,

which I can now

Direct. rindirect. Total.
£; a. d. f s. d. £ & d.
3 61 . . 36 1
3 15 10 .5 17 0 9 12 10

Total States
and Common-
wealth .. 7 1 11

New Zealand 11 4 5
United King-
don, 16 6 5

5 17 0

7 68

12 18 it

18 11 1

7 16 1 24 2 6

I admit that the total for the State and
Commonwealth of £12 1s. ld, is high,
but wheu wre compare or position with that
of other countries, we find that we stand
very fna-ourably indeed even in regard to
this matter of taxation.

We, in Western Australia, on those figures
are allowed £3 6s. 1d. That is all we get out
of a total taxation of £12 18s. ld., roughly
25 per cent, of the total taxation to carry on
most expensive departments of Government,
while the Commonwealth takes the other
three-fourths. I do not think it is necessary
for sue to take uip the time of the House say
further. The mere fact that the House agreed
unanimously to my previous motion that some
action should be taken to approach the Fed-
eral Government, should satisfy hon members
that the motion which is really following on
what we have already agreed to, should be
cardied. Personally, I should have liked the
motion to go further,'anad to say that if the
Federal Government declined to join in this
suggested convention, the Premier of West-
ern Australia should communicate with the
Premiere of the other five States and en-
deavour to bring about a convention amongst
the States, leaving out the Federal Govern-
ment altogether. After all, it is the States
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that are the partners in the Commonwealth,
and it is for the States to suggest what
amendments are necessary to the Constitu-
tion. Some action is undoub~tedly urgently
ac-cessary. I am not in favour of secession
and I do not think there is a member in the
House who would support it; but we do de-
sire and must have proper Federal treatment.
It we could get the treatment that it was
tiought we would receive by those who framed
the Constitution, we would have no cause
for complaint, and. Western Aiistralia woull

ia flourishing State. Whilst not favouring
secession it is necessary to take prompt action
in the direction of insisting that some amend-
ints be made and that we should be treated

lmore in the way a sovereign State should be
treated than has been the case in the past.
T submit with confidence to the House the
resolution which has becen sent to uts by the
Legislative Council, and if it is carried I
trust the Government will do that which will
be in the best interests of Western Australia.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [3.30]: 1 hope the House will
carry the Council's resolution. After 22
years of experience the tine is ripe for a
reconsideration of the Commonwealth Consti-
tution. When Federation was so strongly
advocated in this State, its advocates did not
see just "that the result would be. Could the
result have been foreseen, the Constitution
would have been very different from What it
is. The last speaker said we are a sovereign
State. Of course we are. But the Federal
authorities are without limitation as to what
they can take. They can use every avenae of
taxation. On the other hand there is very
little which they can do for us. They tax our
incomes, our amusements, our lands-any-
thing and everything. They can collect the
revenue, but they cannot spend it in a way
that would be useful to us. They collect far
more than the State collects. From, liquor
alone they took £.606,000 last year, as against
the £37,000 taken by the State. They mnay
take, but they may not do much for uts. They
deliver our letters, provide defence and at-
tend to quarantine, but that is about all.
Yet they collect an enormous amount of rev-
enue. it is because of the heavy taxation
imposed upon us by the Federal authority
that we are not able to collect in taxation
sufficient to carry on all the State services
which we should like to render. Our rights
are understood, although perhaps not as
clearly by the British Government as they
ought to be.

Mr. Marshall: The comparison is that of
the sparrow and the hawk: as soon as the
sparrow rises, the hawk grabs hin.

The PREMIER: We bare to discharge
many responsibilities touching the daily life
of the people. Hf a water supply be required,
if a read or a railway or a hairbour or a neiv
school be wanted, the people come to the
State Government. We perform all the or.
dinary functions of Government, looking after

ri in

the people's health and educating the peo-
ple 's childrdn. All those responsibilities are
with the StatLr Yet the avenues of taxation
are exhausted by the Federal Government.
Certainly it is time the Federal Constitution
were reviewed. Under that Constitution, of
course, nothing cano be quite evea as between
the States. It is not to be expected that the
States should benefit equally aid equally
suffer under Federation; because the various
States are in various stages of development.
Before Federation we had our own Customs.
The money collected from the people of the
State under the State tariff went hack to the
people who contributed it, whereas under
Federation the revenue through Customs is
dishnrsed to the advantage of the whole of
the people of Australia. Nor is that all. The
Federal authorities can set up any tariff they
please, and they have set up a tariff to suit
the manufacturing States. Obviously what
suits a manufacturing State like Victoria,
does not sit a State like Western Australia.
We have to buy Eastern States'I goods at the
prices fixed by the Eastern States. The idea
of a high tariff is to foster manufactures;
but the smaller States far distant from the
centie of population cannot be expected to
do their own manufacturing, and so the older
States do the work for us.

Mr. Marshall: We feed the goose, and
they take the golden egg.

The PREMIER: They take the goose too.
We accept their nmanufactured goods at their
own price and the price is largely influenced
by the tariff. Only the other day we had to
call tenders for a certain Order. One tender
from an Eastern Stat6's firm was for £3,000,
while another from a British firm was £50 less,
although allowing for just under £1,000 to
be paid fin duty. We accepted the English
'tender, and so £1,000 went into the coffers of
the Federal Treasury instead of into tho
pockets of private people.

Ilon. W. C. Angwin: In Frenmantle we do
better, we keep all the money in Australia.

The PREMIER: I do not intend to pay
for goods manufactured in Australia more
than we are justified in paying. When the
Australian contract price without duty is 33
per cent. more than the English price, I do
not see why we should discriminate against
our own flesh and blood in the Old Land.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: It has to be made up
in another way, so what difference is there?

The PREMIER: There is a very serious
differenve. Grave difficulties are set up hy a
high protective tariff. But that is net the
wshole point. If "we do submit to a high tariff
for the benefit of the r~fstern States, We
ought to get a quid pro quo. All that we
get now is 258. per capita per annuam, and
some special consideration which is disap-
pearing at the rate of £10,000 per annumr.
Again, under the Federal Constitution wve
have in the House of Representatives five
members out of 75.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And in the metro-
politan area we are to get only 15 memblers
out of 50.
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The PREMIER: I do not know that the
hon. member is in order in referring to the
redistribution of seats.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know that the
Premier is in order in laying so much stress
upon the Federal tariff.

The PREMIER, But the whole purpose
of the motion is to elicit an expression of
opinion as to whether we should submit to
those high duties, or whether we should shy
the tea iato the harbour, or whether we should
endeavour to induce the Federal authorities
to give the State a little more consideration.

Hon. W. U. Angwin:- Let us go on strike
and take charge of it all ourselves.

The PREMIER: I do not approve of the
hon. member going on strike at all. We ore
at a serious disadvantage in the development
of our State, because our development has to
be done by machinery which, in consequence
of the high protective tariff, costs a great
deal more than it ought to. To-day we are
importing very largely front the Eastern
States, very greatly to our own disadvantage.
Last year we imported from the Eastern
States £E405,000 worth of agricultural ma-
chinery which, had we control of our own
Customs tariff, would have been manufac-
tured in this State. Most certainly the
time has come when the Federal Constitu-
tion should be reviewed by a convention.
The effect of that Constitution on the
various States inight well come up for
consideration. I do not wish to cut the
painter, but I say we should improve the
Federal Constitution and make it fairer
and. more equitable to the various States.
We are a great, undeveloped country with
all the work ahead of us. Victoria is in a
very different position. She had an oppor-
tuntity to develop while the Customs tariff'
was in her own hands. That opportunity was
not vouchsafed to us. We are languishing
under a tariff which we had no voice in
framing. The time has come when we might
well appoint a convention, not with a view
to destroying the Federal Constitution, but
with a view to amending it, It was never
intended that there should be nothing which
the Federal Government cannot take, while
there should be very little which they can do.
We now know that the Federal Constitution
does not mean what we thought it meant.

Mr. Pickering: It was sentiment that
counted when the Constitution was accepted.

The PREMIER: We were brought under
the Constitution by sentiment, but we are now
living under the written word. The Consti-
tution does not mean what we thought it
meant. Under it our disadvantages are very
much greater than we expected they would be.
Nothing that anybody foresaw before
'Federation has happened. Whet it was ex-
pected would not happen has happened. If
we had known that Federation would have
the effect it has had, would supporters
of Federation have gone on advocating it!
Not one of them. But they did not foresee
what could happen under the Constitution.

Mr. Marshall: Is not war expenditure
causing the Fedeza~l Government to make
many innovations they otherwise would. not
have made?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member will
take fromn the revenue collected the total cost
of the war, which of course must be borne,
he will find that tens of millions of money
are being spent by the Federal Government.
Yet it was thought that £700,000 a year would
be the total cost of Federation.

Mr. Marshall: The increased expenditure
applies to the State, too.

The PREMIER: But quite apart from the
cost of the war, the Federal Government bave
taken on all aorta of activities which have
cost great sums of money. The mandated
tertitories, the Northern Territory and a
thousaikd and one other things have been
taken on by the Federal Government.

Mr. Chesson: No one could calculate the
cost of the war on account of diminishing
production.

Thu PREMIER: Quite go. The cost of
the war must be paid f or year by year. No
one objects to that, but we object to money
being spent by the Federal Government when
that money could he so much better spent in
developing the States. We object because
we are an undeveloped State, which is being
penalisedl in every possible way. Our trade
goes from us; our commodities are put up
in price against us. We are compelled to
take the products at the price put upon them
by the eastern merchants. We suffer in a
thousand ways. It may he for the good of
Australia, but it is certainly not for the good
of Western Australia.

Mr. Marshall: It is as well that those
State Implement Works were in existence
during the war.

The PREMIER: I do not think they had
any material effect on the position. I wish
they were not in existence to-day. We are
entitled to meet, and the Premiers in confer-
ce decided that we should meet, to discusa

this question and agree upon some reasonable
amendments of the Con stitution to make the
position fairer for such States as Queensland
end Western Australia. Why should not the
rest of Australia seek to have our country
devetopedi Every man we bring into this
Stale is a customer for thle great centres of
Melbourne, Sydney, and Adelaide. To-day
there is a glut of fruit in Western Australia,
dne to the fact that the manufacturing popu-
lation supplying our goods are located in
btelbonrne and Sydney instead of in Perth
and Fremantle. This less is due to the fact
that the control of our commodities is in the
hands of the distributing centres in the East.
We are a con1suming Population, they are a
distributing population; we are in their
bands and we shall be in their hands for
many years to come. The position should be
varied considerably. The future of this State
as a part of the Commonwealth demands that
it should receive consideration at the hands
of the other States. They should guarantee
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us sympathetic treatment. Those of us who
have been engaged in the actual work of
developing this country know it cannot be
developed under the high costs existing
to-day, and many of those high costs are
due to Federation. We are living under great
diffculties which ought not to obtain, and
if we are to pay f or these disadvantages and
suffer them too, we should be compensated
by some -fairer arrangement between the
States. I support the amendment moved by
the member for Gascoyne, who has been
giving close attention to this matter for a
long tOne. For 12 months the Royal Conm-
mission have delved into the question, and
have produced this report, which every mem-
ber should read from cover to cover. I com-
mend the document to the member for
Murchison. If he will rend it during the
recess, he will appreciate just where we stand.
Nothing but good could come of a convention.
Some years ago we were threatened with a
reduction in the per capita payment, a. re-
duction of half a crown a year until the
amount was reduced to 109. We managed
to stave that off. A convention could
deal with that question. It would be
monstrously unfair if we were deprived of
the per capita payment. It is bad enough
to contribute on ain uneven basis to the cost
of the Federal Government. Instead of
giving the States an even payment from the
Federal collections, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should take from each State an
even amount per hlead of population towards
the cost of Federation. This was the
practice in the early days of Federation and
was a much fairer system. We contribute
fur more than the other States. We con-tribute directly; ire contribute indirectly
through the merchants in Eastern Australia,
from whom we buy our goods.

Mr. SPEAKER: Those are arguments
which would be advanced at the convention.

The PREMIER: That is what I am en-
deavourinwr to show. If we had no argu-
ment for the convention put up on the facts,
we would have no argument at all. We
were promised a convention, but 'it was not

,called. The Federal Parliament must pass a
Bill before a convention can be held. We
"ant to conic together and get the Federal
Parliament to call a. convention and, if
possible, frame amendments to the Constitu-
tion which will bring about much fairer
treatment of the small States of the Gem-
nionwealth.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) f3.531; I admit that my views re-garding the Federal Government and the
States are becoming alte-red. I impress upon
members that when a Convention is held, it
will probably be a convention comprised of
delegates who do not represent the people.
The Constitution was so framed as to give
the people full control.

The Premier: By their votes.
Roa. W. C. ANGWJS: The votes of all

electors are of equal value, and thus the
whole question 'in regard to the alteration

of tile constitution depends entirely on the
mauho6d and womanhood of Australia, but
when a convention is being called, the votes
for constituting the convention will not be
of the same value.

Mr. Angelo: Coukid not the various Parlia-
Inents elect the delegates?

lion. W. C. ANGWlIN: That is the point.
The representatives in the various Parlia-
mnents are not elected on votes. of equal
value, though an alteration of the Federal
Constitution would depend on votes of equal
value. To secure an alteration of the Fed-
eral Constitution there mnust he a majority
of not only the ejectors, but of the Staties in
favour of it. This provision was probably
made for the protection of the smaller
States. Therefore, every person has equal
power to make known his diews with regard
to any alteration of the Constitution. I
would like to point out to my friends who
are so anxious that the States should retain
their sovereign rights, that it is necessary
at all times to 'Insist upon fair and just
representation of the people in the State
Parliament. I cannot pursne that subject
further, but I emnphasise it to show the
risk the States are running in keeping from
the people that power which they enjoy
under the Federal Constitution. We often
hear quoted statements which were made at
the last convention, as if such statements
had a bearing on the Constitution itself.
No matter if sonic representative at the
convention said the State Savings Bank was
not to be interfered with or that the sub-
sidy paid to the various States should not
be interfered with, etc., the law says other-
wise, and this has been proved in the High
Court. In my oplinion some of the decisions
of the Court are judge-mode law. According
to decisions of the High Court, the Federal
Parliament have the power under the Con-
stitution that some people thought they
shonld have.

RTile Deputy Speaker took the Chair.1

The Minister for Works: .4nd somec people
ne-ver intended they should have.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I would not say
that. Mfembers of the convention were
responsible for drawing up the Constitution,
and when they set 'it down in black and
white, it become a binding instrument, and
it remains for the court to interpret it.

The Minister for Works: Most of those
who attended the convention are dead.

Hron. AV. C. ANGWIN; That does not
make any difference to the Constitution
which is still alive and by which we must
abide. No doubt Western Australia has
suffered more through the Federal Constitu-
tion than has any other State. Western
Australia was never an industrial State; At
the inauguration of Federation it was
dependent largely on the Customs duties
collected, not only on manufactures, but
also on primlary products imported from the
Eastern States. That was entirely wiped
out by the advent of Federation.
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The Minister f or Works: We had more
manufactures before Federation than: we have
now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWDhT : That does not ap-
pear to be so according to the returns, ex-
cepit as regards boot factories. However,
Western Australia suffers because we are so
far distant fromt the -cat of government. Ow-
ing te that cause we du not get all the con-
sideration we slhoulld teeir,. Western Aus-
tralia, i~n IRy opinion, has huffered more
front the faeCof her Federal repore~wntatives
making the Eastern States their homne than
frout anything else arisng out of Federa-
tion. T stated that on Via platform dur~fing-
the Federal election camnpaign. Our repre-
sen1tatives hate not kept in teeth With the
people politically, and thus have not been
able to expreus the views of their constitu-
ents in the Federal Parlia meat.

)fr. Davies: How can that be avoided?
Mfr. Angelo: Mr. Gregory avoided it.
lRon. W. C, ANOWIN: No. The oniy dif-

ferenre in the case of "Mr. Gregory is that if
he gets a few feet of wire put lip on poles
anywhere, he records it in the Press. Many
of us here have had to leave our homes for
considerable periods year after year, periods
much longer than: would apply in the case of
a Federal member. Before we had the Trans-
continental Railway a Federal member could
visit this State at any time be thought fit on
public business, and do it at no cast. In ad-
dition, he was granted a free trip to the East
for his -wife and family once a year. Then
where was the necessity for his being se-
parated fronm his wife and family for any
length of tihud'3 We have suffered through
our representatives not keeping in touch with
the Western Australian people. N.%ow that we
have some new members, I hope the position
will alter. Of course, excuses can be made.
Some of our Federal members have been
Ministers. But my answer is that Lord For-
rest, even when hte was a Minister, never
missed spending sonmc time towards Christmas
in Western Australia. There are other Federal
Ministers who hare not spent a total of nine
months in Western Australia during their 20
years' membership of the Commonwealth
Parliament. Why could not they have (lone
like Lord Forrest? It is also true that we
hare suffered through Federal idadnistration.
Take quarantine. flp to late years, Western
Australia was administeringr quarantine af-
fairs here for the sum of £1.50 per annumi,
paid towards the snlin-v of the PrincipalMei
cal OMeier of Health. He was the Chief Quar-
antine Officer. The Federal - Government
thought it necessaryr to make a. changc. and
they brought about a change, and to-day
their quarantine office contains five or
six officials dloing the work for which
this State was paid £150 a year. Then
there- is the Gloverniment Antalyst. The
Glovernmnt of this State were doing the
work of the Custom Department in this con-
nection for £400) a year. We supplied a la-
boratory' and other plant for the work. A
change w-as considered necessary by the
Federal Government and a change was made.

with corresponding results. Then, as regards
shipping, Western Australia had in its ser-
vice an elderly gentleman who had been there
for so many years that he was kept on doing
practically nothing. When lie cventue~ly re-
tired, a boy was put in to do his work. The
Federal Government took over the control of
shipj~ing, and they now have built up an
office custing a considerable amount of money.
Two or three officers are doing the work of
the boy. These may be regarded as small
mutters, but they show a tendency towards
increased cost of administration under Feder-
ation. If a convention. were held, undoubtedly
one of the principal matters to be taken into
considvration would be whether it is advis-

le for the Commonwealth to establish new
dep'artmnts which duplicate State depart-
mueats already existing. It has been stated
here frequently that we should amalgamate
our Electoral Office with the Federal Elec-
toral Office. As regards the Taxation Do-
Ilartalent the agitation was so strong that
the Governiment acceded to the wishes of the
majority of members--much to may regret. It
n-a- stated that the antalgamnation would ef-
fect a saving of £20,000 a year. I am not
saying that the State has not saved £0000O
a year, but let me ask did the amalgamation
save the people, as taxpayers, £20,000 a year?

Hon. M F. Tray: No.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: As regairds dupli-

cation of offices, let us bear in mind that it
is not the State which encroaches on the Com-
monwealth, hut the Commonwealth which en-
c-roaches an the State. If the Federal Gov-
erment did not come in, there would be no
duplication, and the work could be done much
more cheaply nder local control.

The Minister for Works: And much mior&
u-tisfaetorilr.

Huon. W. b. A'NGWIN: I am not going to
say that. As regards a change in the Con-
stitution, the people alone can decide such a
question. We are told that Western Anstra-
lia has suffered a los4 of about 10 millions
sterling by' reason of Federation. Accordinz
to a statement prepared by the Under-Treas-
ui-tr there has been a zonsiderabis loss in
p~oundls, ihillings, and pence.

Mr. Angelo: One amount stated is gross,
awlir the other inmount net.

Thin. W. C. A'NOWIN: A good deal of the
l-sH is only presumptive, on the strength of
whait wo,,lr hve occurred if this State hiad not
fedph-rat]. The amount actnally lost to this
State by reason of Federation,' according to
the balancee sheet I hare seen, would, if cap-
itnhlisci, return about £125,000 a year. But
there are charges to be debited against that
£125,000. No allowance was made for our
stlare of the cost of the Federal Parliament.
That matter and similar matters, if brought
together, would probably all but wipe out the
£12.5,0110 a year. Therefore, it is difficult to
say whether the State has or has not lost any-
thing by Federation. It is true we have not
been able to develop our industries -very much.
That brings ame to the State Implement
Works. The Premidr said that this State was
sentding about Z400,000 a year outside of its
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borders for agricultural implements. Yet we
Eind tine Premier, arnd some of those asso-
ciated with him, desirous of sending another
£060,000 a year out of the State for the same
puoseO5 by closing down the Implemen:
Works. They know very well that no private
firm would start Implement Works in West-
ern Australia. I have information to that ef-
fect fromt in inporter. The reason is that
time Eastern t-tates manufacturers of imple-
ients would dumip here, and so bankrupt the
local mainufacturer. There is no protection
against dumping as between States, such as
there is? against dumping from the outside
world.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot blame the Fed-
vral Goverinmennt in regard to that machinery
rinestion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I emt not doing so.
1However, we do not get fair play as regards
administration. Yesterday I asked the Pro-
itier whether he had received a reply to com-
ninnkations he had sent to the Federal Gov-
ernnment regardu,.g tine export of corned beef
from Western Australia. The Premier's
answer was in the negative. His last wire,
I see by the file, was sent ont the 17th October
last. To-day is tine 1st February. Is it right
that the Comamonwealth Government should
subject tine Premier or a State to so much
delay? And that is only one instance.

The! Miais!er fur Works: There atre other
istances.

Hon, W, C. ANG WIN: Yes. This one has
just come under my notice.

Mr. Teesdale: Ta that from Premier to
PremierY

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Froin Premier to
Prime Mfinister, and there is no reply nip to
date. A firm of butchners in P'remantle
bought -a quantity of meat fromt the Wynd-
ham. Mea t Works for export when the " Kan-
garoo', was proceeding to Java and the East
Indies for tire purpose of trying to work tnp
a trade with Western Australia. The san-
ples were sent to Java, and they gave satis-
faction, as appears from the following extract
:fromt a letter fronn Batavia, dated the 10th
August, 1922:-

Your nmest. 'Nice chtunks of meat, rather
hiardl and with practically very little fat.
For the retail trade here, we think that in
selling your meat tine loss through having
to throw away unnecessary pieces of fat,
ete., is at a minirnrnn. Considering that the
macat has been three months from time of
Ipieking, we think packing in kerosene tins
is the best, If, for instance., the condition
of meat packed in these tins is the same as
the present samples, and if your kegs are
practically the same as those fromt Sydney,
welt, we personally prefer tin packing. Peo-
ple here want meat like your samples; that
is, meat ivith little fat; but some want the
Sydney sort of meat-that is, with much
fat. Sydney meat-a "cottony" sort of
meat, looks heifer than your meat as re-
gards colour and the fat is something nice.
Whein fresh the Sydney meat is nice in-
deed, but the disadvantage is that Sydney

meat in kegs-even although they are air-
tight-is liable to get bad after a very
short timne.

Accompanying this letter was an order. I am
not sure whether it was for a ton or two tons,
but the meat was to be sent to Java.

Mr. Teedale: Was it put down in brine?

Hon. IV. C. ANO-WIN : -Yes, the meat was
thawed, salted down and put in brine. This
Iirm wrote to the examining officer attached
to the Conmionivealth Customs at Fremantle
as follows:-

We desire to give notice that it is our
intention to put uip, ready for export, one
toa of corned beef, the said beef being por-
tion of hard frozen hindquarter beef passed
for export at the Wyndham Meat Works,
aud puirchased by us from thme W.A. Gov-
ernment. We will, when, ready to ship,
send in Form 2 duly completed.

acre is the reply they got fromt Mr. Robin-
son, the Collector of Customs for this State-

With reference to your letter of 23rd
August and in confirmation of my tele-
phonic communication this day relative
to the preparation of corned beef -from
frozen beet which was passed for export
at the Wyndham Meat Works, I have to in-
form you that the matter was referred to
the Comptroller-General of Customs, Mel-
bourne, who has decided that the exporta-
tion of canned or salt beet prepared from
frozen beef cannot be allowed.

Mr. Angelo; They would not allow it, al-
though they had permitted one or two ship-
mients previously!

Hon. W. C. ANOGN;N That is so. The
firm then brought' the matter before
the Acting Premier and communicated
with Mr. Prowse, IiEHA, and al so
with the representatives of the firm in the
Ensterni States, in an endeavour to persuade
the Federal Governmnt to allow Western
Australia to have a share in the Java meat
trade. The officers of the Federal depart-
manlt have always been of the opinion that
this mecat, when thawed, showed evidences ef
burst tissue, bat the officers of our Health
Department say that that is not so. When
thme Mioister for Mines wvent to Melbourne
last time, I asked him, seeing that no reply
had been received by the Premier from the
Prime M1inister for over a month, if be would
see the Commonwealth authorities and try
to get for Western Australia fair play re-
garding the meat trade. Unfortunately the
elections were in progress at the time and the
Minister for Mines. could not get in touch
wvith the Federal Minister, who was out of
Melbourne. For the information of bon.
members I will give theta the opinion of our
health officers on this matter. Their views
are embodied in a telegram which was sent
to the Prime Mlinister as follows-

Re Commonwealth prohibition of export
of corned beef made front frozen meat,
strongly urge reconsideration in view fact
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that both macroscopic and microscopic ex-
amninations made by Health Department,
show product to be excellent in quality and
appearance and no rupture of tissue visible
under microscope. Further, in view satis-
faction consignees with previous consign-
went, Commonwealth action appears most
unreasonable and objection only valid on
sentimental grounds to detriment commner-
cial interests this State.

This meat has been thorughly examined under
the microscope and what the Commonwealth
people say is to be found in it, is not discover-
able under such an examination. I can give
the Premier further information about this
matter. A gentleman, who is a veterinary
officer, got to work. His name is R. P. Allen.
I do not know who is pulling tho strings but
he sent a letter to the Comptroller-General
regarding Baker Bros.' corned beef for
Java. 'He said-

This nmeat has already been cooked by
boiling for three hours before it is handedt
to the Federal analyst. It was originally
slaughtered at Wyndham, W.A., about the
middle of 1920 and had thus bean in cold
storage for two years. Such meat after de-
frosting is greatly inferior to freshly killed
meat but, comparatively, improves after
being preserved by salt and saltpctre. The
highest scentifie authorities in the world
have proved ages ago that the amount of
burst tissue in atmospherically defrosted
meat is always considerable, and the infer-
eace contained in the Premier's (W.A.)
telegram of 17/10/22, that there had been
no burst tissue in the defrosted meat, sug-
gests that there had been no "weeping''
whilst thawing; this, of course, is absurd.
The Federal analyst's examination shows
that the meat contains 4.8 per cent, sodium
chloride (salt) and 0.27 per cent. potas-
siunm nitrate, both of which percentages
are considerably in excess of the quanti-
ties proposed to be allowed in the new
regulation, viz., sodium chloride 3 per cent.
and potassium nitrate 0.27 per cent. Tn
view of the analyst's opinion as to flavour,
it is evident that his examination of the
meat as to salt and saltpetre took place
prior to the additional cooking, and in this
respect it is suggested that Inspector Myles
of this branch, now in Fremantle, take
sealed samples, say, 30 lbs.. of the defrosted
meat and hand same over to Messrs. Baker
Bros. for curing. When cured Mr. M,%vles
would arrange to have the meats cooked
privately, afterwards handing in samples
to the Collector for analytical purposes.
Should the condition of the cooked meats
prove to be satisfactory as to texture,
flavour, etc., and the salt and saltpetre
content not to be greater than 3 per cent.
and 0.2 per cent. respectively, the question
of permitting export of the corned meats
in question could be reconsidered.

This was carried out early in December and,
although two monthsr have passed, nothing has
been done.

Mr. Teesdale; Who is that Allen? Is lie
the horse doctori

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: Yes, he is the chief
rvet erinary officeer. His views aye directly
opposed to those of the State health officers.
who made a. thorough examination of the
mneat. Both the Premier and I have eatc'i
this mneat.

Mr. Mlarshall : You dout look any the
worse for it !

Hon. W, C. ANGWJN : Certainly not.
Tens of the meat have been distributed
throughout the State and what has been
eaten with relish by white people, is appar-
ently not good enough for black people 1

The Premier:, It is splendid meat.
lRon. WV. C. ANOLWI[N: It is as tender as

chicken. Yet the Federal Government
adopt such an attitude as I have described.
Although this meat is properly tinned and
cured, its expert is debarred. It makes one
ask, why? Does it interfere with the
profits derived from the trade, which is in
the hands of the Sydney people and others!
If that in so, it shows we are suffering from
the unfair administration of Federal Gov-
eranient departments, under the terms of the
Constitution. We want fair play to prevail
in Western Australia, just the same as else-
where. Recently the Government sent Mr.
Gelding to -lava to make inquiries regarding
the meat trade there. Mr. Golding was
approached by a number of people who had
sampled our in eat and wanted to know if
they could get more. I have letters which
have been sent from people to Mr. Golding
asking to be supplied witb our meat. The
Federal Governmnent have indicated that
they do not intend to gie Western Aus-
tralian mneat that fair Zn just considera-
tion that they extend to traders from the
Eastern States. This is merely a sample of
the administration of officers of Federal de-
partmnts so far as this State is concerned.

'%r. Teesdale, A, very fine case, too.
Rlon. W. (J. ANGrWTN: T do not know how

any Government department can take the
opinion of a veterinary surgeon in prefer-
ence to that of the Principal Medical Officer
and the health officers of Western Australia,
who examined the meat macroscopically and
under the microscope. Before I worried the
Premier about this matter, I saw the chief
health officer avid later the Principal Medi-
eal Officer. I told them that I did not wish
to take up the time of the Premier if there
was anything -wrong witb the meat. I
asked them to thoroughly examine it and
ascertain what was the position, before I
asked the Premier to communicate with the
Primle M_%inister. They did so and I have
given the House the iesult of the investiga-
tiozi.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr. Pickering! In this case, the Federal
officers attempted to block the export of our
moeat.

Hon. W. C. ANOWI'N: There is no 'qnes-
tion of any "attempt"; the trade has been
blocked. I took the Premier to see the
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meot at iFremantle. It looked beautiful.
They had some which had been boiled and
we ate it. It was splendid meat. If we got
sonir- of this trade, it would develop into a
big concern. Had we the chance we would
collar the trade with Java but the Federal
Government says that Western Australia is
not to have it.

Mr. Teesdale., They did the seamie thing
with a small venture at Cossnew.

Hon. W. P. AKOWIN:- There may be
scores of sueh instances.

Thf Premier:- Can you buy that salt meat
in Perth?

'Ron. W1. C. A-NOWILN: Yes, they have
sold large quantities.

The Premier: It is the best corned moat
I ever tasted.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: As to the duplica-
tion of officersB and other mntters to which
the Premier has referred, these questions
also should receive attention. There is the
annual subsidy which Western Australia
cannot afford to lose, although the other
States might be in a position to do so. As
the member for Gascoyac (Mr. Angelo) -
rightly pointed out, we are contributing
more per head to the revenue of the Coin-
mortwealth than any other State. If the
Commonwealth contributed to Western Aus-
tralia 50s. per bead of the population, we
would only then be on the same basis as
Victoria. I do not know that we would
el-en equal Victoria's position then. A con-
vention cannot do any harm.

Mr. Pickering: Do you think it would do
any good?

Ron. W. C. AXGWIN: It might have a
tendency to do good, but in any case it
would give an opportunity for representa-
tives of this State to discuss matters with
representatives of Eastern Australia. I
feel confident from what has taken place
during the last few years that it would be
far better if seine arrangement could be come
to with the Federal Government that would
stop the duplication of officers as between
the R-tate and the Commonwealth. If that
were dlone, it would save a large suim of
monvy. I support the motion.

The MATNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George-.-Murrny-Wellington) [4.291: As
one of those who took part in the discussions
when the question of federation was before
us 20 odd years ago, T feel that what has
passed since then has not given effect to
what was prophesied in those days. This is
not the place, nor the time, to draw a com-
parison between what we were told would be
carried out and what has been given effect
to, I support the motion for this reason:
We have passed through one of the biggest
trials a young nation has ever had to face,
naniely the great war. The affairs both of
the State; and Commonwealth have been, as
it were, cast into the melting pot. It be-
conies necessary for both the State end Com-
monwealth to consider measures that are re-
quired to put their house in order and get
back to normal conditions. 1, therefore, am

sure it is right we should have a convention
of this kind, merely to get the other States
together iad review the conditions as they
are to-day, and see how they accord with the
liberties which this young nation has a right
to deserve and expect.

Question put and passed, and a message
a~ccordiugly returnedt to the Concll.

BILL-JARNADUP-DENMARK
RAILWAY.

Council's Message--Request for Conference.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it disagreed with the
amendment made by the Assembly to the
Council's amendment No. 2 and insisted upon
its own amendment.

In Committee.
Mr. Stnbbs in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
The PREMIER: I move-

That a conference be requested on the
amendment insisted upon by the Legisla-
tive Council.
Hon. W. C. ANOWI-N: This is the only

method we can adopt. The Legislative Caorn-
cil is not willing by insisting upon this amend-
ment to place the State in the game position
as each member of the Council would wish to
place himself. It is the most ridiculous
request I have ever heard of. No man would
like to be placed in the position of being com-
pelled to accept a tender whether it wras
fair or not. I do not see how anyone could
agree to the request of the Council, and it is
not possible for us to give way.

The PREMIER: The reason given by
another place for its amendment is that ont
amendment is calculated to perpetuate the
system of constructing public works by day
labour. Years ago we constructed all our
works by public tender, but because of the
cost we began to construct them by day-
labour and saved a great deal to the country.
Sometimes the contract system is better than
the day labour system. If we agreed to the
amendment it would mean that a contractor
could name his own price for a contract. We
cannot ash this House to place the country
in that position.

Mr. Heron: It would place the country
in the hands of the contractors.

The PRfflR: If work can be done
more cheaply departmentally than by con-
tract, it should be done departmentally.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:- The Council said
they were afraid another Government might
be here soon.

The PREMTER: Theii fears are not wellt
founded and their judgment is again wrong.

Hon. M. F. TROT: The Uppr Rouse
tying down the Government as to the manner
in which public works should be constructed,
insisting that they shall construct this par-
ticular railway b4 contract and in no other-
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way. The Government should not accept
the dictation of the Council.

Mr. Teesaec: We are not going to.
Hon. 'M. P TROY: I do not propose to

agree to any compromise which means die-
teti~n to the Government along these lines.
In the past the day labour system has been
a serviceable and profitable one to the State.
The Canadian Government, it has been shown,
was robbed of £75,000,000 owing to the
method of constructing public wors by con-
tract. That sort of thing could happen in
Australia under a similar system. We cannot
accept anything that will bind down the Gov-
erment in this way.

The NUINISTER FOR WORKS: Assnming
that tha Government call for tenders for a
line ad received only one tender, which in
tha opinion of the officers of the department
is altogether too high, would the Government
have to turn it down and then do nothing;
or accept it and take the responsibility of
being brought to hook by Parliament, prob-
ably by the very men who are endesy-
euring to place the Government in this position I
The government should carry out the wishes
of Parliament and take the responsibility of
their decisions. If the Government call ten-
ders for a line they must use their judgment
and take the responsibility. If they -feel
they are justified in the interests of the Stat.
in accepting a tender they should do so. If
the Glovernment are not prepared to take the
responsibility of their actions and deal with
these things as they come along, they 'have
no right to retain the reins of government,
and Parliament and the country would quite
fittingly condemn them.

Question put and passed.

Appointment of Managers.
On motion by the Premier the managers

appointed to represent the Assembly at the
conference were: -Hon. W. T. George, Hon.
Wo. C. Angwin, and the mover.

'Resolution reported, the report adopted and
a message accordingly returned to the Council.

BTLLS (5)-RETURNED FROMT THE
COUNCIL.

1, Laud Tax and Income Tar Act (1922)
Amendment.

2, Roads Closure.
3, General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act

Amendment.
4, Workers' Cwupeusation A&et Amendment.
5, Perpetual Executors, Trustees, and

Agency Company (W.A.) Ltd (Private).
'Without amendment.

BHt-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AM-%EN\D-
MENT.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion hr the Minister for Works,
resolvedl-That 10 nUO-el of the Standing

Orders be suspended as is necessary to admit
of the introduction of this Bill without notice.

All stages.

Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.

The MIINISTER FOR WORKS (lon.
W. J. George-Murray-Wellington) E4.52) in
moving the second reading said: Under Sec-
tion 214 Subsection 1 of the Road Districts
Act it its providA that the valuation of land
held for pastoral purposes, shall be equal to
twenty times the annual rent payable to the
Crown for the purposes of arriving at the
road rate. Since the passing of that Act the
pastoral leases have been ne-appraised, with
the result that the rents, which have been
taken as a factor on which to decide what
the rate shall be, have been very much in-
creased. The outcome is that when the mini-
mum rate of one peony in the pound which
*the Road Districts Act provides for, is
levied, these districts have a very much
larger sumn of money than they require to do
all the neeesssary work in their districts. Had
the rents remained as they were, then the
penny minimum would have produced exactly
the suim required. But in many instances the
rents have been raised three times, and where
previously a peony would be received, to-day
they are getting 3d., and they do not need
more than a penny Having this in view it
is proposed to give to the responsible auth-
orities in the districts named the right to a
minimum of a half-penny in the pound. They
will still be entitled to go to the maximum,
should it be needed, but if they do not require
more money than what one-half-penny in the
pound will produce, they will be right ini de-
dlaring that sum. The Bill is not introduced
with the idea of relieving the fat man of
any of his burdens. It is simply presented
with the idea of permitting the raising of
just what money is needed. These bodies
know what is required, and they know the
work that should be dlone, and they do not
want to gather in more cash than will do
that which is necessary to make the condi-
tions in connection with their roads just
what the y should be. I conmmnend the Bill to
the judgment of the House and move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [4.56]! Has this
mecasure been submitted to the road boards
concerned? On a matter of this kind we
should hare an expression of opinion from
the local authorities, and wTe should know
whether they are in favour of it or not. Of
course tile proposal is optional, and the
boards may charge up to thle inaximumn, hut
it is not right that a Bill of this description
slmjouldl he brought in at the eni of the ses-
sion and no information on -this point given
to us. Thme Bill should hare biven distributed
amnongst the local authorities and their
opinlions ob1tained.
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lHon. Mf. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [4.58J:-
It is not fair that a Bill of this character
should be sprung on the House in the closing
hours of the session. The Bill provides that
the rate may be reduced at the discretion of
the board.

The Minister for Works: That is the pro-
tection.

Hon. 14. P. TROY: I admit that, but what
is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.
Why should the holder of a pastoral lease
have this privilege, and the holder of an ad-
joining property not have it?

Mr. Angelo: Because his rents have not
been put up.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The rents have been
put up. As the land increases in value so
are the rates increased in proportion, The
pastoral Teases have been given to the pas-
toralists. for another 30 years. That was a,
concession given by this House at the request
of the pastoralists on the understanding that
they would pay additional rents fixed by the
Government. It has been held by many that
that concession should never have been given
because the Government should have taken
the opportunity to re-assess the leases and to
break them up. In many instances the areas
held by one person are too large. When the
Bill was submitted there was a good deal of
lobbying carried on in the House.

Mr. Underwood: No.
Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, they lobbied me

and they lobbied the hon. member as well,
because his was *a remarkable change of
front. The pastoralists were in the galleries
on that night and they said "We Want to
know where we stand; we want permanency;
our improvements are held up; give us these
leases for ao years and we will pay the extra
rents asked by the Government." Now that
the rents have been increased, and the road
board rates increased proportionately, they
ask for this concession. If they are entitled
to the concession, so are other members of
the community entitled to a concession. 1
think the board increased the rates too highly
in some places, but still the people concerned
have a court of appeal. The Mnllewa Road
Board embraces a gread deal of pastoral and
agricultural country. The pastoralists have
bad concessions, but the holders of agricul-
tural land have not had any. But coming
back to the Bill, has there been any demand
for it? There are three or four road boards
in my electorate, and if they are satisfied
with the Bill I shall be satisfied. Mr. Noble
saw me snd asked for my support. I told
him that the pastoralists were well repre-
sented on the road board districts in my elec-
torate, and that if the road boards considered
the proposal fair and equitable, I would sup-
port it.

The Minister for Works: I undlerstand that
has been done.

Heon. M. F. TROY: No. I do object to
these proposals being brought forward in the
last hours of the session. The Minister
should defer the measure until such time as
all the boards concerned have been consulted.

Then if they regard the proposal as fair sand
equitable I will not oppose it. Have the road
boards offered any opinion?

The 'Minister for Works: Frankly I have
had no opinions fromi them. Put a safeguard.
ini the Bill.

Hon. L3. F. TROY: What safeguard? Why-
should there be a reduction of the rates in
respect of pastoral leases?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You can strike that
out.

Ron. M. F. TROY: Yes, that Would be all
right. I have no objection to a reduction of
rates, provided it be inade apply all round.

M\r. ANGEL',[O (Gascoyne) [5.6]1: When the
Road Districts Act w-as passed, the rating of
the pastoralists was framed on the then vx-
istiag rents. Owing to the amendment of
the Laud Act, and the consequent re-appraise-
ment of pastoral rents, the rates went up
three-fold, in some instances five-fold, with
the result that the local authorities in pas-
ternd areas now have much more revenue
than they require. That sort of thing was
riot foreseen. The three rend boards in my
electorate, namely, Gnaseoyne-Minilya, Upper
Ciascoyne, and Shark Bay, all have to deal
with pastoral properties. Without the Bill
those road boards will be collecting three
times as meh as they require. Is it not
ridiculous I The ]Bill merely asks for a re-
duction. of the minimum rating if the board
so desire. Rond boards other than those deal-
ig with pastoral areas need not reduce their

ra1tes. For boards who do not wish to do so,
there will be no necessity to come down to
the proposed half-penny minimnum.

Hon. W. C. ANOWDN (South Fremantle)
[-5.91: There is an anomaly in the Bill, and
if the member for Mft. MINagnet will mnove to
strike out ''in respect of pastoral lenses" I
will support 1dm. The Bill gives road boards
only partial discretion. They can strike a
rfite as low as one half-penny, but it mnust be
in resoect of pastoral lenses only. If a board
has other lands in its area it miust strike the
higher rate on all lands other than pastoral.
So, clearly, full] discretion is not gi-en to the
board.

Mr. Underwolod: But it is.
Hlon. W. C. ANOWIN: The reduction must

he only in respect of pastoral leases. If we
tire to give a local authority discretionary
power, let it be full iliseretioniirv power.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [9.11: The
hon. member bas scarcely got the right idea
of the Bill. The rating of pastoral leases is9
based on tho rental paid to the State, where-
av in respect of freehold property the rating
ia based on a value fixed by vale atoref, which
im an entirely different proposition. All that
is asked for under the Bill is that it shall
be permissible for a road board to reduce the
minimum rating on pastoral lenses from one
pviny to one half-peny. As the member
for Gascoyne hns painted nut, before we had
the amendment to the Land Act a penny rate
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just about met the requirements of the local,
authority, but since the rental has been
doubled or trebled-iin some instances it has
been multiplied by five-the rating, being
based on the rental, has become unnecessarily
high. We are not asking anything beyond
permission for local authorities to get down
to a minimum which will give them not more
revenue than they require. If a road board
decided to strike a lower rate and did not
collect sufficient money to maintain the roads,
the users of the roads would have to put up
with it. It is nothing to the city man, the
agriculturist or the mining man-

Hon. M. F. Tray:, Isn't itt
Mr. Ohiesson: That is a ridiculous state-

ment. Good roads mean as much to the min-
ig man, to the pastoralist, or any other
section.

MrT. UNDERWOOD: If there are sufficient
mining members on a board to mnake roads to
mines and they refrain from doing it, should
the pastofnlists be compelled; outside of their
desires and representation on the board, to
make roads for mining areas?

Mr. Chesson: Coed roads to the towns suit
the squatters as well as the mines, because
they provide access to markets fdr the stock.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Where it is necessary
to impose a higher rate, the board have the
power to impose it. All we ask is that they
be not compelled to impose one penny in the
pound on the rent. The Act provides that
the value of a pastoral lease shall be calcu-
lated according to the rent paid, and the
rents have been put uip, and rightly so. But
since the rents have been put uip, we should
not compel the boards to collect an increased
amount of rates. I rdpresent a district hav-
ing three road beards, an8 the great bulk of
the rates collected comne from the pastoralists.
Surely they should be entitled to say what
they shall pay for the construction of their
roads.

Mr. MARSHEALL (Murchison) [5.21]: 1
regret that the Bill should haveo been intro-
duced at such a late stage of the session. I
represent an electorate where the pastoral,
mining aind other industries arc carried on,
and to be compelled to consider a Bill of this
kind, without having a vropor opportonity
to peruse it, places a member in a very awk-
ward position. Having hurriedly considered
the probable effect of the measure, I am 'In-
clined to support it, but r realise that it will
be possible for the measure to be used detri-
mentally through intrigue creeping in.

Mr. Underwood: There is not much of
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: The possibilities are
always there.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing in the
Bill dealing with the appointment of boards.

Mr. MARSHALL: I feel somewhat due-
bious as to what might happen under the
Bill. The appraisemeals of various pastoral
leases have been increased 50 per cent. or
mrore.

Mr. Angelo: Five times.

MrI. MLARSHALL: I am speaking of what
I know. The minimum was a penny, and
iis Bill will give the board discretion to

reduce the rate to a halfpenny.
The 'Minister for Works: The minimum

will be a halfpenny and the maximum three-
peace, instead of a minimum of a penny
and a maximum of threepence.

Mfr. -MARSHALL : I agree with that
principle.

'.%r. Chesson: I knew of no instance where
the maximum has been imposed.

Mr. MARSHALL:, When the appraise-
meats were increased, it was never intended.
that the rates should be increased.

Mr\I. Angelo: That aspect was never
thought of.

Mr. MARSHALL: Quite so and these
people shonld receive relieY.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
JT. O corge-MurTray -Wellington - in reply)
[5.271: 1 regret that it was not possible to
introduce the Bill earlier. It has not been
kept back with an idea of rushing it
through. At first it was thought impossible
to introduce the measure this session, but
circumstances have arisen and made it

possible to bring it dowa. The reason for
stipulating a minimum in the Act was that
road boards should strike a reasonable rate
in all instances, and unless they did so, they
should receive no consideration from the
Governmeat if they came along for special
grants. Suppose a board struck a rats of
a halfpenny in the pound, and afterwards
told the Government their funds were so
short that they must have a. special grant
to carry out some urgent work, T wonld tell
theme to pat their house in order by raising
the funds necessary to do the work. I
think members could amend the Bill to pro-
vide that, where the minimum of a half-
penny is adopted, the usual subsidy shall be
withheld. The road boards have a right to
strike a rate sufficient to meet the renson-
able requirements of the district.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : The Government
already have power to deal with the subsidy.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the M3Dister
will be up against a stonewall if he suggests
that amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The dis-
cretioin as to the striking of the rate rests
entirely with the board, and unless the
board were satisfied that the halfpenny rate
would suffice, they -would not strike it. The
country is sufficiently protected and the Bill
might well be passed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Oommittee-

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 233:
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lion. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
meat-

That in Subelause 1 the words ''in
respect of pastoral leaes"' be struck out.

'The clause proposes to give discretionary
power to boards to rate at one halfpenny
instead of one penny, where the former rate
would be regarded as sufficient. Of course,
boards must get in a certain amount of
revenue in order to obtain a subsidy. There
should not, however, be special treatment
for the pastoralists.

Ron. UW. F. TROY: I hope the Minister
will accept the amendment, the effect of
which will be to apply the same principle
all round. It has been said that if pastoral-
ists like to use bad roads, that is their own
lookout; but in m.any pastoral areas there
are mining towns, anld the same roads are
used by the pastoralist, the miner, the
prospector, and the business man. The
member for Goscoyne urged that some road
boards have more revenue than they re-
quire. That is not so according to my ex-
perience. The MAullewa Road Board, for
instance, have not enough revenue to pro-
vide for the needs of the people in the
towns. If the amendment is carried, the
reduction of the rate to one halfpenny in
the pound will apply all round.

The Colonial Secretary: The rate would
,be varied only in a prescribed area. In all
other cases the rating would be uniform.

flon. 1,1. F. TROT: Dloes the Minister for
Works agree to the amendment?

Mr. ANGELO :This amendment appar-
Pntly only affects paragraph (a) of Subsec-
tion 2 of Section 23.3. floes the Minister
think it will affct other landsl

The MINIWSTER FOR WORKCS: Snbsee-
tioi I3 of Section 2.33 states that all rates
shall be unifoerm, thronvbout a district ex-
cept insofar as a9 hoard mavr, by special order,
sInd with th- Mfinister's consent fix the rate
for an, townsite or for any special area dc-
fined for that p,,rpoqe by rnelnnlation, or for
any mivn lease. at a bioher filrure. I am
inclined to revmrdl the amendment of the mem-
ber for North-East Frenmantle as en,,itahleP.
The i M,,etiom if m,,de. shoulA in ennitv. ap-

rly throughont The district. The people who
ban approacede me on this matter do not
wis4h to evnade their rnsnnvibjljties. They
me-rely snv-''Tf n haifrenny in the pound
will do all the work reogired in our district.
why should ve he onm,llpd to pa, a nepinr
in the onouncl? If there ire special reasons
for differertiation of rate,. the Minister bons
power to grant permiqsion to make such differ-
ent;h tien -

Mr . TEEqflATE, I support the amendment
of the ,imbnr for WNorth-Eas.qt Premantle.
heinfr 'it' sutisfid with the exrlnations
which have been rLiven.

Amendment put and passed: the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

fllaose .3. Title-agreed to.

B ill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bead a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

RBL-JARNADU-DENMARK
RAILWAY.

Conference with Council.

Mfessage from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the As-
sembly 's request for a conference, had ap-
pointed Messrs. Colebatch, Lovekin, and Miles
as managers, and fixed 7 p.m. as the time, and
the President's room as the place, for the
conference.

MOTION~FREMANTtE HARBOUR
TRUST REGULATION, 113.

To Disallow.

lion. W. C. ANIGWIN (North-East Fra-
mantle) [5.45]: 1 move-

That regulations of the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust amending regulation 113, and
placed on the Table of the House on the
21st November, 1922, be disallowed.

The alteration of this regulation at the com-
mencement of operations at the harbour this
year caused a lot Of discussion in shipping
circles. A reduction has been made in the

amount of the handling charges to the Ship,
but an increase in regard to the ship owners.
For receiving, delivering and stacking, the
Trust has reduced the charges per bag by a
farthing, increasing from 2%d. to 2.275d.,
while for slinging bags with elevators or from
railway wagons when the ship is loading from
trucks the charge has been decreased from
Id. to .750d., by another farthing. The
Trust, however, made a reduction in the
handling charges on shore to the extent
of a farthing per bag. I do not
know how the Trust call possibly make
a reduction in connection A'ith the handling
charges. it means that in the past they
have either been charging tool much or they
are charging too little now. If I am not mis-
taken, a request was made 12 months ago
when the wheat board was in control, for a
reduction in the charges. The Harbour Trust
commissioners could not see their way clear
to make the alteration then. As soon as the
handling of wheat was removed from the
control of the State Wheat Board, the Trust
found that could vary the charges and the
regulations have been altered as I have indi-
cated- The Trust wvent beyond their legal
power at the time I gave notice of motion.
it meant that if a ship used its own gear
the Trust had to be paid so much per bag.
Since that impost was levied, the Trust found
that they had not tbe legal power, with the
result that the regulation was recognised as
being ultra vices, An amending regulation
has been placed on the Table to-day rectify-
ing the position.
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The Colonial Secertary: It is not admitted
that the regulation was ultra vires.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In any case, the
commissioners hare altered it. There is an-
other matter affecting shipping charges. In-
stead of paying for the use of the gantries at
so muchi per hour, the Trust have now al-
tered the form of payment and users now have
to pay so much per bag. There is no advani-
tago to the ship that loads quickly. If the nili
systeni, which has worked satistoctorily ever
since the gantries have been in use, prevails(];
all the charges necessary for the Trust would
be covered. The effect of this is that if a
ship has a loading capaicity of 400 bags per
hour while another his a loading capacity of
only 300 bags per hour, it means that the
former ship will hove to pay more for the
use of the gantry.

The Premier: But there are other advan-
tages.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: But there are none
so far as the ship is concerned. This has a
tendency to keep ships away from the pert of
Frenmantle.

The Premier: Not at all.
Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: I am glad to hear

the Premier say that. Is he aware that most
of the ships which have come to lift wheat
at Fremantle this year are foreign ships?

The Colonial Sec-rotary: Yes, and you are
giving then, the advantage of this expensive
machinery.

Hon. i%. C. ANOWIN: I am not doing
anything of the kini. I saw a letter fron, a
large shipping company in England the other
(lay. Their attention had been drawn to the
.extra charge levied by the Trust. The "eply
of the firm was that for the future their ships
would pass Fremantle by.

The Premier: I can tell you who the letter.
"-as written to.

Mr. Teesdale: That does not matter, if the
statement is true.

Bon. WV. C. ANGWVIN: If these charges are
to he altered, they should be borne by the
shipper and not by the ship.

The Premier: Who gets the advantage?
The farmer-I

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: For the time being,
the farmer may got an advantage from any
ship that is chartered. The effect, however,
will he felt in the future, for it will mean
that the extra charges will be provided for in
the charter party. If thie extra charge works
out at 6d., we will have to pay Is. extra un-
dler new ecarters.

Mr. Teendale: And that will penalise the
Port.

Hon. W. (7..XNC\WTN_%: It penalises every-
thing all throag,. It may be benefieial to
the firmer for the mnoment, but the ad-
ditional charges will have to be borne later
on. Instead of levying extremne charges on
the ship, w-e A'ould eneoum-ge shipping. I
ami not actcustonied to advocating the interests
of the shipping companies, because I know
what has been done in the past. I do not
wish anything to be done, however, that will
tend to injure the port of Fremnantle. I have

seen letters which show that these increased
prices ifll have a tendency in that direction.
At Yrcetnaatle there are the ordinary wharf-
age charges, an improvement rate and a sur-
tax. Last year the surtax brought in £30,000.
Now, additional charges are to be
levied on the ships. I will show how
that affects a Ship carrying approximately
80,000 bags of wheat. under the old
rate that ship would pay £90 4a. for
the use of the gantries; under the now rate
the ship will pay £244 4s. 7d. In respect ot
tAhips using their own gear, nder the new
rates they pay £9) 4s. 8d. Prior to the new
regulation, they would pay nothing at all
when they used their own gear. The total
cost to the ship uender the old rates was £90 Is.,
wherons the total under the new rates is £253
9s. 3d. The incereased east to the ship will he
£163 5s. 3d., and the decreased co-t to the
slniper £121 4s. The differencee of £42 is. 3d.
goes to the Harbour Trust.

Mr. Teesdale: That is a boomerang.
The Colonial Secretary: We have expen-

sive machinery to maintain.
Alr. Teesdaole: But this will handicap the

port.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIX: The w-heat season

starts in December and the regulations were
put through on the 22nd November. The
charters would have been, arranged long be-
fore that.

The Colonial Secretary: Do not overlook
the fact that a bounty is paid for quick
despatch.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Harbour
Trust is collaring that now.

The Colonial Secretary: 'That has been cut

ofHeni. W. C. ANOXYIN: The position now
is that future charters will boar charges
which wiIll cover the extra £120, unless, of
course, as during the present season, we con-
tinue to get ships from Norway, Sweden, or
Japan in order to lift our w-heat. They have
come this year and they are bound to come
again.

Mr, A. Thomson: That is so.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIPN: Is it appreciated

that the greater proportion of the wheat ships
which conmc to Fremantle this year have been
foreign vessels?

Mr. Teecale: tUnfortunatelv,, that iN the
position.

Hon. W. C. ANCWIN: The rates of pay
on hoard are such that even at the higher
rates the ships can afford to pay.
A very interesting article appeared in
the I"IGeraldton Express'' of the 6th
December. It was an extract f rom an
Eastern shipping exchange and dealt with the
s~hipmnent of wheat this year in Australia.
It has been maid that the charges at Pre-
mantle are no higher than at other ports. Let
the Government put the proper eqnipment in
the other ports and reduce these Charges.

The Colonial Secretary: The State cannot
afford to place that equiipment everywhere.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN, Then there is no
excuse for levying quch charges as those I
refer to.
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The Colonial Secretary: They should pay
tor the use of the plant.

Hon. W. C. ANUOWIN: If the charges
paid the Trust last year, and the same con-
ditions prevailed as prevail to-day', why 11n-
stitute any change? There have been no
increases in wages and no reduction, but there
is a reduction in the cost of hiandling. I
looked through the balance sheet of the bar-
beer trust to ascertain what the trust were
oxtiendiug, and whether they were handlingZ
wheat at a high cost. Unfortunately, all the
-wvages and thev coiA of handling are lumped
together and the items cannot he dissected.
If the trust wvere charging too much last
year for handling the wheat, they' were justi-
fied in reducing the charge. If it is costing
£20 to handle wrheat on the wharf, why should
they charge a person £15 for handling his
wheat and charge £65 to someone elec!

The Premier: They have not done that
nder the altered regulations, have they?

Hon. AV. C. ANGWVIN: Yes. The last re-
grulations have made very little difference.
Some of them, however, hare been repealed,
-quch as this one-

Where a ship loads by. means of slings
hoirted on board by her own gear and
power, a charge will be made Against the
ship owner or stevedore of .3754. per bag
so loaded to defray a proportion of the cost
of handling to shiips slings and slinging.

That has been altered. The trust now say
that a person who does not use their cranes9
cannot pay. According to the legal interpre-
tation the harbour trust had no power to
chairge for the use of gear that was not being
-used. They repealed that which they had
no power to enforce.

The Colonial Secretary: That is a moot
point.

Hou. W. C. A-NOWfIN: Then there is the
onther regulation, namely-

Where a ship loadis by menws of slin-ts
hoisted on board by means of a crane, the
iproperty of the Comnirsioners, the condi-
tions go;-erain's the- hiring! of cranes. enl-
noted hr the Com miss;ioners from time to
time, shall apply' and the charges when
loading wheat to lbe 1pu4 ~ hy the ship owner
or stevedore shall hie paid At the rate of
.701d1 per hag so loadled, workingv between
the hours of S am. aind .5 p.m. M ondayT to
Friday, and 8 a.m. to neon Saturday, these
charges to include the cost of driver and
power.

That too has been repealed, and they have
placed the cranes under the old conditions of
so much per hour. Why do they not put the
gantries in the same position? If it is right
that cranes should be used at so much per
hour, it is equally right that gantries shall
be used in the same way.

The Colonial Secretary: It depends how
quickly the ship could take delivery. It is
fairer that the proposition should he on the
basis of the number of bags delivered.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: A ship that can-
not take a large quantity of bags per hour
is against the interest of the harbouir biust,

liut it is gainl for that body if a. ship can tuke
a large quantity per hour. A general charge
would not affect the position if it were at so
much per hour. For the last 12 or 15 years
the gantries have been charged for as so much
per hour. I, think it was 10s. for the use
of elevators, and conveyors previously, but
now when ships are buit for quick loading
it costs £1.

The Colonial Secretary. There is all that
equipment there,

Hon. WV. C. ANOWVIN: These charges have
been detrinwnital. to the port. I have it from
a reliable authority that there is very little
coaling going on to-day in Fremantle owing-
to the charges. I was told by a member of
this Assembly to-day that the captain of a
ship telegraphed to know what the harbour
brust tetarges were for loading oil, and that
if the charges were not too high she would
come here. When the captain learned what
the charges vere it Was decided that she
should go on to Colombo on account of the
cost here. This shows that the charges are
detrimental to the port. They deprive the
harbour trust of a certain amount of revenue,
and make a difference to trade generally.
Supplies which would be served to the ships
when in port are not sold to them. I am not
an expert in this matter.

Mr. A. Thomson: Yen are putting up a
good ease.

The 'Minister for Mines: On what ground
does the member for Katanning claim to be
an expert?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When I saw these
charges I spoke to the Premier about them.
There has been no alteration in wages or
conditions and yet these charges have been
reduced. It appeared to me that the trust
must have been charging too much 12 months
ago if they can now afford to reduce the
charge by a. farthing a bag.

The Colonial Secretary: Previously the
harbour brust had the advantage of the
bounty or quick despatch.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN:- I also take this
view, that whilst it was possible that there
would he a saving with regard to the first
two or three boats to whom an amount had
been transferred, the charge Would be bound
to come back again in the charters that were
munde subsequently and there would be no
saving to the wheat growers. Under the con-
ditions prevailing I thought that no altera-
tion should have been miade to the charges.
It also tends to show that the Government,
or the Minister for Agriculture who was iN
charge of the wheat scheme, charged too much
for last year's handling of the wheat. I do
not think the amount is more thtan £3,000. I
trust that all the regulations w'ill have fur-
ther consideration. Thu gantries should be
placed on the hour basis. Wheat should be
handled as cheaply as possible, and there
should be no transfer of the cost of work
done in one instance to any other part where-
the cost is not met. For instance, it costs £20
to do work on the wharf. The Wharf should
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pay the £20 rather than that it should pay
£E15 and the ship £5. The work should be
allotted in a proper manner. There has been
proof that an alteration should be effected,
because some of the regulations that
were laid on the Table of the House have
been repealed since Ii gave notice of this
motion.

The COLO-NIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. 8. Samipson-SWan) [6.10]: I submit
that the regulations are equitable and in the
interests of the port, the ship and the grower.
They were brought forward to some extent
to equalise the charges made in other ports.
In Fremantle a very heavy cost has been in-
curred by the State in the provision of ex-
pensive mechanical appliances for loading
wheat expeditiously. Previously the charges
for placing wheat on the gantries and soon
was on the basis of so much per hour. The
rate is -now .375d. per bag. A charge has
been made to the shipp&r and through him
to the grower. In addition a charge was
made to the ship for operating gantries, ele-
vators, conveyors, etc. When the full facts
are put forward I think it will be agreed
that the regulation should not be disallowed.
Because of the establishment of this expen-
sive machinery, the shipowners enjoy the ad-
vantage of cheap loading. Conditions exist at
Fremxantle which do not prevail in most ports.
Fremantle is the leading port in Western Aus-
tralil; but these conditions should not be to the
detriment of any other port, nor should they
be to the special advantage of the ship who
makes no concessions to the groiker of the
wheat. The State has provided the machin-
ery. Whether wheat is shipped to Norway,
Sweden, Germany, Japan or any other coun-
try the position remains the same. There is
no advantage in respect of the rate of char-
ter given by the ship to Fremantle, except so
far as Fremantle offers an advniitage from
the geographical point of view. No advant-
age is gained because of the splendid ma-
chinery installed there. Up till recently, I
understand, the positioni was that a sum by
way of bounty was given to the harbour
trust, because of the quick despatch insured
for ships through this up-to-date machinery.
Instead of a boat being obliged to stay in
port for five or seven days, it is able to leave
in three or four days. The bounty money re-
ceived was considerable.

Ron, W. C. Angwin: What did they get?

(Debate continued at a later stage.)

Hitting suspended (core 6.25 to 9 p-1m.

BILL-JARNADUP-DENMARK
RAILWAY.

Conference Managers' Report.

The PREMIf]ER: I regret to have to re-
port to the House that the managers of the
Assembly met the managers of the Council
but failed to arrive at an agreement.

Nr. SPEAKER: Then no further action
can be taken unless you wvish to move that
the Bill be laid aside.

The PREMlIER: I do not propose to take
any further action.

lion, WV. C. ANGWIN: As one of the
managers from this House, I may be in order.
in saying a few words. There would have
beeni a possibility of coming to an agreement
though only hy placing the Government in a
positioni which would have made them look
ridicuilous in the eyes of the people of Aus-
tralia. That being the ease, we felt it would
be far better that the Legislative Council
should take the responsibility on their own
shoulders. There is no doubt about it that,
no matter on which side of the House we may
be sitting, we must uphold the position of
the G overnment of the day. The Legislative
Council managers took up the wrong line of
action. The Government went as far as they
possibly could and when the representatives
of another place declared that they would
not take the Premnier's ward, I think they
went a little too far. Even members of the
Opposition have never at any time refused to
take the word of the Premier. In the exist-
ing- circumstances I regret what has happened,
but there was no other honourable course to
follow if we desired to uphold the prestige
of this Chamber and see dhet the honour of
the Government was upheld.

3Itembers: Hear, hear!
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: May we speak on the

snhjetW
Mfr. SPEAKER:- I regret there is nothing

before the Chair.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It is a pity we cannot

record our opinion of another place.

MOTLON-FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST REGULATION 113.

To disallow.
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-

ting.
The COLONTAt SECRETARY: The ship-

owners have had the advantage of the mach-
iniery and cheap loading. This cheap loading
was brought about by the provision of labour-
saving appliances, and on this account vessels:
have been able to leave the port in a shorter
time than formerly was the case. A corres-
prbvding benefit thus accrued through the
shipper to the grower. There is no reduc-
tion in freight as compared with ports not so
equipped as Frenmantle, and that of course is a
material point. Stevedoring at flunbory costs
2s. 94. to 2s. 10d. per tan as against 29.1d. per
ton at Fremntle. Thus a considerable advan-
tage is show in favour of Fremantle. At
Bunbury the shipper pays 5d. per ton
less than at Fremnantle, notwithstanding the
costly labour-saving machinery which is in-
stalled at Fremnantle. The despatch money,
to wbich reference has been made as having
been hitherto granted, has been reduced to
such a low rate as to cut ant the chance of
an adequate return being made from this
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source to the Trust. Hence the regulations
which were plated on the Table of the House
early in November last, the regulations impos-
ing a charge ot .375d. to the shipowuc!r.
The time that is saved in loadiug is still
an advantage to the shipowner. We
umay renectambly ask why the shipowners,
representatives of all countries, should be
gi~vn the advantage of the elevators, gin-
ties, etc., without a reasonable charge being
iitnde tor their use? The regulations reterred
to, and to which exception has been taken
by the lion, member, have, so far as the main
points are concerned, been amended and I
will place the two amendments on the Table
oC the House. These amendments have the
effect of excising the regulations referring to

the loading by crane and also the loading by
ship's gear. In respect of the other regula-
tions a definite service is performed by the
Harbour Trust, and consequently they should
remain. The chief objections to the regu-
lations have been removed, and so I hope
the hon. member 'will now withdraw his
motion, for there is no justification for its
farther discussion. The inference that the
Fremantlc Harbour Trust has seized upon
another avenue of taxation is totally without
foundation, for no additional revenue is ex-
pected. certainly there is a great deal to he
said in favour of bringing about uniformity
among the 'arious ports of Australia. The
charges for handling wheat at Fremantle are
as low as, or even lower than, those at any
other port in Australia. The machinery at
Fremantle has been installed by the State,
and there is no obligation on the State to
give those services to ship owners without
reasonable charge being made.

Mr. LATHAM (York) (9.19): 1 hope
these regulations will not be disallowed. The
amended regulation which was laid on the
Table seems to be for the purpose of bring-
ing about a more equitable allocation of the
charges, as between the shipper and the ship
owner. Frequently the ship owners are
foreigners, 'notwithstanding which they re-
ceive the benefit of the tip-to-date appliances
at Fremantle for which no charge is made.

Mr. Underwood: What?
Hon. W. C. Angwia: A charge is made.
Mr. LATHTAM: It is the exporters, the

growers, who pay all the costs. Very heavy
capital expenditure has been' incurred in in-
stalling these up-to-date appliances at Fre-
mantle. Of course their use is charged for,
but the ship owner does not make the pay-
meats. Unless these regulations are allowed,
it will be the shippers, in other words the
growers, who will have to pay. The charges
here are exactly the same as in the Eastern
states-

The Colonial Secretary: No, they are lower
here.

Mr. LATHAM: A slight alteration has
been made this year, but usually they are
about the same. Yet because of the up-to-
date appliances, boats arc frequently loaded

more quickly at Fremantle than at any other
port. I cannot understand why, although
these amendments have been made, the ship
owners are to have the benefit of the wharf
cranes free of charge.

H1on. W. C. Angwin: There is a charge of
10s. per hour.

Mr. LATHAM: But it is charged to the
grower, not to the ship owner. I hope the
ship owners, who frequently are foreigners,
will be called upon to pay for the use of the
cranes and other appliances provided at Fre-
mantle. I boats Are a day or two longer in
Fremantle, it means extra cost on the ship
owner, so it is not asking too much of him
that he should contribute towards the coat
and maintenance of the machinery and ap-
pliances which afford him quicker despatch.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN (North-East Fre-
mantle--in reply) [9.24]: Let me tell the
Colonial Secretary that there was received
by the Harbour Trust last year £7,302 for
crane hire, and for gantry hire £3,248. The
member for York said the shipper, not the
shipowner, had to pay. Of course the grower
has to pay for the lot. I will admit there has
been a preponderance of foreign ships coming
in for wheat this season. That is because
the foreign ships, paying lower wages, and
loing under smaller eXpense' than the British
ships, are able to cut in and take the wheat
away. I do not believe it is the policy of
the farmers of the State to wipe out all
British ships because cheap foreign ships can
be secured.

21ir. Latham: -No nile suggested that.
Hon. WV. C. A"NOWIN: But I amt wcpreasiag"

the hope that it is not so. The increase per
ton also affects the British ships, for it
increases their charges.

Mr. Pickering: That cuts both ways.
Hon. W. C. ANGITN: No, I have seen a

letter from a British steamship firm which
took away wheat last year. In that letter it
was stated that the be-st th~ing to do was to
cut out Fremantle altogether.

The Colonial Secretary: They will not get
the same facilities elsewhere.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: If facilities are
provided in Fremantle to cheapen the hand-
ling of cargo, there is no excuse for charging
a higher rate in order to bring about uniform-
ity with other ports which have not the same
facilities. A better way would be to pro-
vride the same facilities at those other ports.

The Colonial Secretary: It is not practic-
able.

Hon. W. C. AIJGWIN: There is no justi-
-fication for increasing the charges because of
tbe machinery on the wharf. The argument
has always been that the installation of
machinery served to cheapen the handling.
Unless that is applied, it is of no use putting
in costly machinery.

The Colonial Secretary: But why should
the whole advantage of the machinery he
given to the ship owner?

RT on. W. C. ANGWTN: If the handling
charges cost £20 on the wharf, it is not fair-
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that we should charge the wharf £15 and
charge the shipper E5. The Minister referred
to the bounty. I know that last year when
ships were held up for want of wheat, and
lempers were put off, I interviewed the mana-
ger of the wheat scheme, who told mue he was

sending out inspectors to ascertain whether
the trucks were held up; because, he said,
the quicker despatch he got the less hie had
to pay, for the bounty went to hint, not to
the Harbour Trust.

The Colonial Secretary: The bounty is
jrtctically cut out 110w.

Ilbs. W. C. ANOWI N: The Trust's charges
an,' regulated by Executive Coonvil, so the
Liu:rty goes to the shipper, Dot to the Trost.
('asquently the argument does not apply.

Mr. ILathans: This does- not alter the
charges.

Eon. W. 0. ANGWIN: No, I aen replying,
not to the hon. member, but to the Minister,
who said the Harbour Trust did not get the
bounty now. I was under the impression
that the bounty for quick discharge went to
the wheat scheme last year.

The Minister for Mines: The wheat scheme
put it over the railways last year, for they
expected us to keep the shlips going in order
th at they might get the bounty.

Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: That is what I
understood from the manager of the wheat
scheme.

The M~inister for Mines: Why did he not
keep the shed full?

Hon. W. C. ANGyWIN: The Colonial Sec-
retary has given the exact position, namely
that the increased charge is put on because
facilities are not provided at other ports.
The charges at Premantle should be just
sufficient to mep1 the cost of the work per-
formed.

The Colonial Secretary :Are not you atishied
with those two decisions

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister made an
alteration by repeating two of the regulations
tabled on the 21st November la~t.

The Colonial Specrtary: I anm asqui-ed those
are the only two points in dhipite.

Hon. W. V. AN(4WIN : Thea the Mlinister
has lpeen wrongly -aiured. The Tmust uvre
making a charge for gantries although the cranes
werec never used. Some ships call for small
parcels of wheat. One of them took 440 ton,
which had to hie distributed over four holds, and
in the circumstances, it would not have paid to
fix the Trust machinery for such a small quantity.
Consequently, the ship used its own gear. Under
the regulation of Noveinher last, it was provided
that irrespective of whether the Trust machinery
was ued, the ship had to pa 'y -375d. per bag.
It ha,; since been found that that charge was
illegal. Conscrluently, that regulation was re-
pealed. That is one of the alterations to which
the Mfinister refers. The other alteration was in
regard to the wharf crane. The Trust were

carging for the use of the crane at -701d. per
bg, whera the charge used to ho so much per

hour. 'Now they have reverted to the hourly
charge. Thesesar cthe only two alterations which

have been made, but they show that the Trust
realised that a change was necessary. The Trust
demand that elevatiors and conveyors lie paid
for at so much per bag instead of at the hourly
rate. I explained that in snoving the motion.
The Minister says it is fair, It might be ;I
do not say it is aet, but I do say that is it causing

coasideraule dissatisfaction. The fact that a
majority of the ships taking away our wheat
are foreign and not British ships, while our own
steamers belonging to the Coanmonucalth are
tied up, shows there is something wrong.

Mr. Latham: Surely 3-au are not 'laming the
regulations for that?

lion. W. C. ANOWiN : The regvlations have
. assisted. OIne overseas company written to
pointed out that the clisige uuld mean an
additioni 6d. per ton and they had to put on
not 6d. but Is.

The Colonial Seeretac3 -: No port in all Aus-
tralia makes lower charges, and many charge
higher rates.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: There is no port in
Australia which has machinery such as we have
for loading ships.

The Colonial Secretary :Why give all these
adv-antages ?

Ron. IV. C. ANOWVIN: We are charging for
them, with the result that the Trust last year
made a prolit of E78,000 after paying all expenses5

Air. Money: By taking trade which should
have been done elsewhere.

Hen. W1. C. ANGWVIN: I believe that the
more ports we have, the better it is for the State.
The hon. member will have my support to get
similar facilities at BuaIbur'.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are discussing not
ports, hut regulations.

Hon. IV. C. ANOWIN : Last year the Govern-
ment rould make no change, because they said
they could not see their way clear. Why is
the change made this year ? There has been no
alteration in the conditions. Conditions are
exactly the same and so are wages. Twelve
months ago under the State Wheat Scheme an
alteration was refused. Why is it made now

3fr. Latham : They are shifting it to-day frain
the shipper to the ship.

Eon. W. C. ANOWIN: That makes very
little difference as regards the grower. The only
difference would be in respect of those ships
chattered before the regulation ass made.
Instead of British ships taking away our wheat
as wa-i the case last Year. (ierman ships and
Suedikh ships and, in fact, ships of all nation-
alities excapt British. are( taking our %sheat.
Only one or tno Blritish ships have taken wheat
this season and one of the reasons is to be found
in these reg-ulations. It was tirong of the Trust
to alter in November the regulations governing
tvheat to 'ic shipped in Decemler, without giving
notice prior to the charters having being arranged.

The Colonial Secettarv : The decisions were
made retrospective.

Question put and a (linion taken with the
following result -

Nes .. ...

Majority again.,t 2
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ATEa
Mr. Anscwiii
Mr. Ohesson
Mr. Cerboy

Mr. Cune inglialn
M r. Gib,,o
Mr. Ujereu
%Ir. Leamhert
'Mir, Lutey
Atr. McCallum

,%Ir, Aumg~o
Mr. tireum:
Sir. Davies
Mr. Dlenton
N1r. fleract
Msr. George

Mr. Johinston
alr. TLatham
Mr, Mann
Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Mensle
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdsle
Mr, A-. Thomson
SIT. Underwood
DIr, Wilson
Mr. O'Loghiee

(Teller.)

M r. Mioney
MIr. Pickering

Mr. Plesse
Mr. Richardson
N4r. SipsNo
Mr, Senddasm;
Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Mellany

(Teller.)

Quesition thee negatived.

BILL-MINERS' PATHISIS.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of five amendments mnade by the

Council nowv considered.

in Comnmittee.
Mr. .Stubbs iut the Chair ;thme 'Minister for

3liufels in char0ge Of thle Bill.
No. L. Clause, 4-. Add a suheaisse as fol-

lmvis : -(3) After eviery mnedical examination
or re-examination of any person iinder this
section. if suchi person is found not to he suffering
from tuberculosis, he shall be supplied with a
certificate in the prcscribed form which, until
revolted, shiall entitle hins either to continue
working or to vinience) work in mining oper-
atinns on, in or abouit any ine."

Thme MTNlS'PER fl) II M(NES : I move-
Tlhat the amendment he agreed to.

'lhe clause pr-ovides for- an examination in
scheduled districts of mnen working in ischeduled
mines, bit no provision was mamde for a iemn
not supffering from tuberculosis to have evidence
of time fact in the event of his applying for work
elsewhiere. Under the M1ines Regulation Act
any person known to be suffering from tubei-
culesis is prohibited fromn being employed iii a
mine. Without t-he amendment, a marl 'night
be called upon, after leaving a mine where he
had been examined, to undeipo another exam-
ination and produce evidence that he u-s not
suffering front tuberculosis.

Mr. Chesson : This wvill be free of cost ?
The MINISTER FOR MNINES: Yea, theme is

no provision for any charge.
Question put and passed ; thle Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2. Clause 8, Subelause (2): After the

word mniy " in the second line of the proviso
insert . within fourteen days after service of the
notice."

[112)

The lMiISTER FOR Mi1NES: I move-

That the amendment be agreed t .
1b merely specifies the period within which a mnan
must make his appeal.

Hon. W. C. Angwin :Is f ourteen days sufficient?
The XMISTER FOR MINES. Yes, because

if a man has reason to disagree, he should act at
once, lie would be immediately placed on a
fund ml ndwould be receiving cumpensation.
After lodging his appeal, some time might elapse
before the hoard couid be called together and a
decision arrived at.

Ron. WV. C. AN(W[N: In Kalguorlie or
Boulder 14 days inight be sufficient ;but in
cutback districts it might take a man somne days
to get to a medical officer to be examuined, and in
such circumstances 14 days inight be too short..

The M1INiSTER FOR MINES : The procedure
to be adopted would be to bring mail in outer
districts into a centre for examination. A man
at 'Menzies. in need of examination would bo
brought to Kalgoorlie, probably at Stateexpcs-.
The laboratory examination proposed is such as
to establish promptly and with certainty the
presence or absence of the germ. A man who
is not satisfied that he is affeted with thme germi
can lodge an appeal, and a re-examnination can
then be made under the supervision of his own
medical practitioner. If any difficulty arises
in the outback districts, we shall certainly inake

a regulation providing fom extension of tiie.
Mr. CU'NNINGHAM: 1 fail to see any reason

for thle Council's amendment. A man who had
been examined and told that he was suffering-
from tuberculosis would very rarely appeal.

Time Minister for Mines : But we must miake
pirovisioni for appeal.

Mr. CUNNINGHAMt: An appeal, made eveni
six or eight weeks later, which would result ini
taking the man off the fund, would be in the
interests of the State. If the amendmiet is
Aecep1 ted, it will become part of thle measure;
and no regulation can override an Act of Par-
liament.

M~r. CHESSON: 1, too, fail to see, the oed
for the Councils amendment. This ineAsunj
will aply only in prescribed areas. A mail
adjudged to be suffering from tuiberculosis; is; not
likely to appeal against the medical decision.
The laboratory test, with analysis of thle spumtunm
and an X-may examination, would be conclusive.
Thle measure is not likely to apply to outside
districts for sonie time to comec.

Mr. McCALLUM: Say a. 'an is brought in
fromt the Sons of Gwalia mnine in Leonora bo bo
examined in Kalgoorlic. I understand that the
process of arriving at a decision occupies fromi
seven to 10 days.

The Minister for Mines: That methud will
not be employed when the laboratory has bees'
established.

Mr. 'McC-ALLU3I: The mnan would net hang
around waiting for the decision, but would go
back to work. Then, on receipt of the decisioni
given by the medical men, the miner, if desirouis
of appealing, would have to give notice in writing
to the Minister. For that a period of fourteen
days is too short. The period should be a month.

The 3MNSThR FOR UINES : I hare no
objection to the proposed extension, but the
difficulty described is not likely to arise. There
must be some specified time within which an
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appeal can he lodged. Thle pr~ocess of exam-
ination now operating in South Mfrica will be
adopted here. The examination will then result
in, your knowing within 15 minutes what is your
condition ; in t11 minutes you will be able to see
the plate.

Mr. Wilson : Make the period 28 days.
The MINISTER FOR 'MINES : If it should

be found in an 'y case that 14 days rem not suffi-
cient to enable anl appeal to be lodged, the mail
will not be penalised because of that cireint-
stance. I give an absolute guarantee on the
point. Of course a regulation cannot override
an Act of Parliament, but in thle event of hard-
ship arising one can forego one's rights Under anl
Act. Thle Government have frequently done
that. The object of the Council's amendment is
to ensure that action shall be taken so soon as
the person conened knows, that action is neces-
MarT. I ask thle Committee to accept the
Council's amninent, iil order that the Bill may
not go back to another plIace and tinus be jeoparti-
imod.

Question 10ut aind passd ; tire Council's
amtendmnent agieedl to.

No. 3-Clause 8,8fu bclause 4. add tire following
lptolso :-" !Ple decision of the boardJ up~on any1question of fact s9hall be final , and shall] not be
subject to appeal to or review by any court of
lwv":

The MINISTER FOR N-%INES:; This amend-
talent does not affect the iights of the man as a
citizen, and the question of irregulaiity (lees
not come in- I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed ; thle Council's

amnedment agreed to.
No. 4-Cause 8, add a new subelause tor stand

asBi (-s), as follows :.-" Whenever a medical oifficer
or practitioner appointed uinder this Act ic-ports
in writing to thre 'Minister that a person named
in such report and engaged iii mining operations
has so developed symptoms of minlers' plithisis
uncomplicated by tuberculosis, as to indicate
that further emiploymnent on, in, or about a mains
or part of a mine to which this Section applies
may be detrimental to his futuro health, the
Minister shall, by notive in the prescribed form,
notify such person accordingly' '-

The MIXiSTER FOR MINEES : I move- -

That thle amendment be agreed to.

ft takes us a stepl further than the Bill as intro-
duced, but only to the extent of requiring a
notification that the time has arrived 'when the
man affected should, for his own good, leave
underground work in tile mines. I have not
been idle in this matter. I have already informted
the House that I an making every endeavour
to ensure that Government departments ha:ving
,works of a nature held to be suitable for Miners
in this condition, shall give themt preference.
I am receiving every possible assistance from
the Sewerage Department. .Mr. Lawson in-
formed me that he is prepared to give preference.
of employment to these men in certain classes of
work which hie recognises as being suitable for
them. lie will advise me of the number he can
take. I hope to bie able to place those who arc-,
withdrawn from the industry suffering from

tuberculosis and also those who w-il be wvithidr
under the amendment.

Air. CII ESO : I 'welcome the antendmrent
and wish it could have gone further to make
provision for men suffering from silicoeis being
assured of employment when they are taken
from the nines. Very often men who am
notified that they are in such a condition that
they should leave their occupation, are unable
to (10 so because they have people dependent on
them. If suitable enmployment could be found
for them their lives would be prolonged.

'. CUNNING1HA'M: The amendment will
give the Bill a wider scope. I was pleased to
hear tire Minister's remarks regarding his en-
deavyours to place men in employment. I
recognise theire is no obligation upon himi under
the Bill to do that but if only we can get symc-
pathetic administration, it will mean) a great dvaJ
to thle industry.

question prut rind passed ;the Courmil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5-Clause 9, Subtlase 5, strike oPut aill
words after the word "mean," in line 2, and
insert the following :-~ such work as the Prin.
cipal Nedical. Officer or such deputy as lie shall
aplroint or the Principal Medical Offictr of thre
Wooruou Sanatoiunm crtifies to be suitable,
i-miploymr'nt for the poison to whIoms it is olW'ed,
and being either work on, in, about at mine
or part of a maine not declared under Section 8
to be a mino or part of a mine to which suchl
section applies. or elsewhere, or of some other
kind'>

Trie INISTER FOR MINES : I move--
That the amtendment be agreed to.

Tire clause as it left this House did not mnake
our- meaning clear. The" intention is made Miort.
apptarcnt in the Council's amendnment.

Mr. 31UNSIE : L hope tire C'ouncil's mvintenid.
nient will not be agreed to in the formn in wichel
it appears. The portion 1 take exception to
relates to thme power given to the Pi'incipal Mtedical
Officer to appoint a deputy. Our intention was
that suitable work shuld be prescribed by tln'
Principal Medical Officer-, or the principal mredical
offiei of thle Woorolco Sanatorium. We icweie
of tire opinion that the latter was thle best mal
in thle State to prescribe what was suitable work
for- these mcii. If this question is to be decided
by a deputy, the medical officers itay appoint
any mnan they choose to do this woik. The
Principal Medical Officer should not be given
prower to authorize any deputy to act.

The 3INISTER FOR 'MINES : The wordling
o)f the amendment before us is not very different
from our own proposal except that we omitted tin
give power to the Principal Medical officer to
appoint a deputy. The work of the Principal
Medical Officer is of such a nature that he maiy
not be available too frequently tu canry out this
work.

M~r. Corboy : But he should classify certain
defintite fonrm of emuployment which are suitable
for these men.

The 3IIJISTER FOR 'MINES: It is BUY

intention that the Principal Medical (illicer shall
confer wtith Dr. Mitchell of the Woorolno siera-
tui-iumm and decide rupen certain classes nf work
which are suitable for men withdrawn from the
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Minihg industry. I want to assure members
that this work is not to be done in any haphazard
manner- When we reach finality with the
Federal Government regarding the laboratory at
Kalgoorlie, I shall make arrangements with the
Governiment departments, after contsulting with
the two principal medical officers, to ascertain
the work that will be obtainable and see that
when the men are withdrawn from the mines
they will be provided with this work. I do not
wish to reflect in any way upon our Principal
Medical Officer when I suggest that Dr. Mitchell
will probably be consulted most in. these matters.

Mr. Corhoy: He is more in touch with them.
The MINISTER FOR MIaNES: That is so.

If the Principal Medical Officer and Dr. Mitchell
are unable to attend to decide these eases from
time to time, surely we should hose power to

appointy deputies. On more than one occasion
arayIhave consulted Dr. Mitchell when a

man, who has left the industry and has been at
Wooroloo, has applied for a pass to go to work
in the country. I have asked Dr. Kitchell if
the man left of his own free will or was released
by Dr. Mitchell. I have asked whether the work
was suitable for the particular individual and if
Dr. Mfitchell agreed, I have issued the pass
enabiling the mant to proceed to his destination.
These men deserve the best consideration we
can give them and we do not wish this work to
be hung up because neither of these two medical
men can be available at any particular time.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister has indicated
that the deputies will not be appointed except in
rare and urgent cases. There is a danger in
appointing deputies at all. I base my belief
onl what has occurred in connection with the
placing of disabled soldiers in what is called
suitable. employment by the Repatriation De-
partment. Some of these deputies have certified
that certain employment %%as suitable fur the
men, although it was obviously unsuitable.
I do not wish that position to arise under the
Bill. I do not think there will be such pressure
of work in connection with. the Bill that the
principal medical officers referred to %till not be
able to do it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:; Surely it is
preferable to have the provision for deputies,
should the necessity arise, rather than say that
if we find it is necessary to appoint them, we will
amend the Bill later on. It may he that hon.
members may know of a doctor who is quite
capable of doing the work and they may ask
me to appoint him a deputy to do it, in the
event of the principal medical officers not being
arvaila',e. If this provision is not in the Bill
I will not be able to do so. It is not a matter
of puiblic servants appointing whom they choose
to act as a deputy for I have to he satisfied, as
thev M,%inister carrying the responsibility.

M1r, MUNSIE: We shall be giving power to
one man to appoint a deputy and not to the
othevt Both should have the same power, if
one mudt have it. in point of fact, if a, deputy
is app iinted he may do the whole of the work.
We already have two good men in the department
upon whom we can rely, and we should utilise
thenm for this purpose.

lion. IT. C. ANUWIN: In the first place the
Mlnditr xis Fatislird that one medical oicer
could dto Like work:, but afterwatds agreed to the

inclusion of the other. I am doubtful about
these deputies. When we have an expert such
as Dr. Mitchell, we should make use of his ser-
vices. There is no better man then he in the
State to advise those who are suffering from
miner's Complaint. If a deputy is appointed he
is sure to be a junior olte'er in the department.
The amendment should he altered to provide
that both senior medical oltecers should be con-
sulted. Dr. Mitchell has never had a chance
of putting his knowledge to full use. He told
mue once that if he could get these cases in the
early stages he could cure about 80 per cent.
of them.

The Mfiister for Mlines: I do not want to use
ay deputy unless it is necessary, but provision

should be made for the appointment of one.
M1r. CHESSON: I move an amendment-

That the words, "Lor such deputy as he
shell appoint " be struck out.

I endorse the remarks of the member for Noith-
East Fremantle respecting Dr. Mitchell. Against
his decision there should be no appesi. I under-
stand that several cases were moved from
Wooroloo against his advice and sent to the
Old Men's H~ome. That is quite wrong.

The MLINISTER FOR MINEXS : Dr. Mitchell
may elect to leave the Sanatorium for sDo
better position in the department. Under this
amendment he would then be e. eluded from
dealing with these cases, because of the provision
for a deputy being struck out. MT~y intention is
to use the best manl available at all times. If
members strike these words out they must not
complain afterwards about the result.

Amendment put and negatived.
Question put and passed ; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported and the repfort adopted.

PAPERS-('OLLIE 'WATER SCHEME.
On motion by MAr. Wilson ordered-That

all pap~ers in connection with the Govern-
menlts water scheme at Collie be laid on the
Table of the House.

'Sitting suspended from 10.35 p.m. to

BILL-PENSIONERS (RATES EXEMNP-
TION.)

)Je,,jge fromi the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreedl to the
amemnment made by the AssemnlY onl the
aniendruent of thec Council.

A clerical error.
Mr. SPEARER:t I have rec~eivedl the fol-

lowing letter from the Acting Clerk of Par-
liamenlts:

In going- throuk1h the Pensioners' (Rates
Exemption) Bill Passed by both Houses,
prior to the same beinig presented to the
Governor for the Royal Assent, my atten-
tion was called to ps cirrical error in Clause
2. The word ''iall' as printeil in line 2
of thnt clause a;'pears to have been printed
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in error for the wtords ''may claim to,''
which the journals of your House show
,were the actual words passed by your
House. [a these circumstances, your
House w-ill doubtless deal with this as with
other nniendments.

It w-ill be necessary for the hon. member in
charge of the Bill to move me out of the
Choir for the purpose of going into Commit-
tee to consider this commnunication as if it
were an ordinary amendment from the Coon-
oil.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Capt. Carter in

charge of thle Bill.

On motion by Capt. Carter, "shall" was
struck out in line 2 of Clause 2 and ''may
claim to'' inserted i lieu.

Bill reported with an amendment, the re-
port adopted mid a message accordingly for-
"'aidted to the (ondl.

Sittiag suspcnded from 12.45 a.mt. to
3.20 a.m.

BILLS (6) RETURNED.

1. Electoral Districts.

2. Appropriation.

3, Mining Act Amendment.

4, Loan.

5. Claremont and Perth Read Districts
Rates.

6. Road Districts Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

BILL-PENSIONERS (RATES
EXE-MPTION).

Council's message.

Message from the Council received and read
notifying that it had agreed to the amend-
ment, arising out of a clerical error, made by
the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT-CLOSE OF SESSION.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northam) [3.23 a.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn to
Thursday, 8th February.
Question put and passed.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell-
Northam) [3.26 n~.:Before the House ad-
journs I wish to say that we are all grateful
to you Mr. Speaker, to the Chairman of Com-
mittees, and the deputy chairmen for the man-
ner in which the business9 has been conducted
during this long session now about to close.
It has been a strenuous session, marked hy

long sittings. True we have nut had many all
night sittings, and while we have had some,
I am glad to say that they have beeni charac-
tenised by the utmost good temper. Long
sittings are apt to try the patience and temper
of those taking part in them. I think we
have done our work to the best of oar atbility
and in the interests of the country. I amn
sorry, however, that so many Bills have not
found favour with another place, particularly
the Bill to provide for the construction of a
railway from Jarnadup to Denmanrk. This
was a very important Bill indeed, being closely
related to the Government's immnigration pro-
posals in the South-Western portion of the
State, as well as in respect of the settlement
of our own people on the land. I do not pro-
pose to say much more about the matter just
now, except that I am very disappointed that
the Bill did not become law. It may he neces-
sary for the Government to ask Parliament
to meet again, perhaps on Thursday next, to
give further consideration to the matter.
(Mfembers: Hear, hear!) This will mean the
summoning of a special session of Parliament.
The question, however, will be denit with in
due course. I have nothing more to say ex-
cept that we all appreciate the manner in
which you, Mr. Speaker, have presided over
the deliberations of the Chamber during a
trying session, and that we are glad to find
your health has been restored. We have
missed the Leader of the Opposition during
the past fortnight. Unfortunately, he has
been laid aside by illness, but we hope that
hie will soon recover and that he will be with
us when we resume. It is not often that Mr.
Collier is out of his seat in this Chamber. He
is assiduous in his attention to his duty and
on that account we miss him more than we
otherwise would do.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [3.29]: I anm glad to join in
the congratnlations of the Premier. The
times here have been very strenuous for you,
Mr. Speaker, and the officers; of the House,
and particularly the ''H1ansard" staff. Un-
doubtedly we have done a great deal of
work, though I cannot add, with the best
results. That, however, has not been alto-
gether our fault. The Premier has said that
it may be necessary to hold a special ses-
sion. If such a session is held, I hope the
Premier will meanwhile give consideration
to the question of amending our Constitution
in respect of another place. The time has
arrived when in the interests of the State
we should place the other Chamber in
exactly the same position as that held by
the Senate under the Federal Constitution.
If the legislation of the Government, who
are elected by a majority of the people, ;a
thrown aside by another place, the people
should he appealed to; but members. of
another place should then be called uipun to
face their constituents in the same way as
members of this House arc. During this
session most important planks of the Gov-
ermnent's policy have been dealt with else-
where in a manner which somne Years ago
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.'would have pr6mp~tea the members of die
'Ministry to hand in their resignations. to
the Govc~nor. 'That stop, however, would
not overcome the difficulties facing those
who are trying to do what they behaeve lo
be most desirable in the interests of the
State. It is the members of this House who,
in such circumstances, are called upon to
ascertain whether they retain the confidence
of their electors. In my opinion the mem-
hers of the Chamber responsible for holding
lip the business of the Government are the
ones who should be compelled to ascertain
whether their actions meet with the
approval of the electors who seat them to
Parliament.

Mr. Lambert: That would make them a
little more careful.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not see how
objection can be raised to such a proposi-
tion. Any member of Parliament, irrespec-
tive of which House he is in, who feels sure
that he has the confidence of the people
should have no fbar in regard to facing the
electors. Although our efforts this session
have not inct with complete success, we
hope that what we have done will assist the
State to a position of greater prosperity. I
join with the Premier in offeriag to you,
.&Dr. Speaker, congratulations on the fact
that you are again in the enjoyment of your
health. I trust that when we meet again
we shall have better luck than we have had
daring the past few months,

Mr. LATHAM (York) (3.22] : In the
absence of the Leader of the Country Party
I desire to offer the congfatulations of the
party -to yourself Mr. Speaker on your re-
eavery, and also our best thanks to the
Chairman of Committees and the deputy
chairmen for the consideration they have
shown to mnembers, also to the sat and
particularly "Hansard' I also wish to
associate myself with the remarks of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition regarding
the action of another place. It is about
time we asked another place to share the
responsibility if they wish to assume that
control wich is the prerogative of the
Assembly. I hope we shall be given the
opportunity to point out to the Legislative
Council that if they wish to continue to
dictate to us, they should share that
responsibility. I offer my congratulations
to you, Mr. Speaker, and trust that Your1
restoration to good health will be main-
tained so that yon may be able to continue
to carry out the duties of your high office
with satisfaction to yourself as well as to
the country. I trust also that the Leader
of the Opposition will be amongst us if 'we
should have to meet again in. the near
future.

Mr. SPEAKER [3.341: On behalf of the
Chairman of Committees, the deputy chair-
men, the officers of the House, the
"sHansard" staff, the messengers and all
coacerned in the work of Parliament, I
thank you for your expression of good
wishes and for the manner in which they
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*ere recived by' the 'House. There can be
no two opinions about it -that the session
has been a strenuous one indeed, and while
perhaps it has not been as effective as one
would have wished, the blame can not he
laid at the door of this Chamber. We
realise the strenuous nature of the work
when it has to be carried on under trying
atmospherical conditions such as linva been
experienced during the past week. I wish
to thank members for their courtesy and
kindness to ine during the whole session,
and especially for their consideration during
the period of my illness. I regret that the
Leader of the Opposition has been pre-
vented en account of illness from attending
to the sittings during the last few days, and
I trust that it will not be long before he.
will have recovered. As has been remarkod,
the Leader of the Opposition is onje of the
most regular attendants at the sittings of
this Chamber. I doubt whether there is
another member who keeps to his Neat as
long and as continuously as the lion. gentle-
manl, and I am certain that only il health
would cause his absence from amiongst us.
I trust before he reads the report if my
remarks lbe will be completely restored to
health. I again thank hon, ncmnber;3 for
their expressions towards myself, the
Chairmen of Committees and the staff.

Rotese adjo'urned at 3.56 anm. (Friday).

legtisative Council
T'hursday, 8th February, 1928.

ML=tEn: Vwhe Day .... ..
Mbrs Statemnt: SUPreMe Couft BenCh
Leave of Ataeaee . . . .
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Brldgstownasrnadup Xawayxt.n
Adjun as.................Ad~urnnan- Coseof Sessien.. ..

.. iae?
... s1oe

allt
silo

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

PETITION-EMPIRE DAY.
Hon. J. CORYELL: I wish to present a

petition relating to the origin of Empire Day.
It contains 235 signatures. I have been asked
by several inifluential citizens to present this
petition. I move-

That the petition be received.
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